INSTITUTE ON THE

ENVIRONMENT

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA
Driven to Discover

Acknowledgments:

This event is part of the Climate-Smart Municipalities
project. “Climate-Smart Municipalities” is supported with
funding from Germany’s Federal Ministry of Economic
Affairs and Energy (BMWi) through the European
Recovery Program’s (ERP) Transatlantik-Programm der
Bundesrepublik Deutschland.

Additional funds and in-kind support from the University
of Minnesota (lonE and NRRI), MN departments of
Agriculture, Pollution Control, Commerce, and
Environmental Quality Board, Ever-Green Energy and
the MN Credit Union Network support the Minnesota
components of the project. We thank them for their
generous support.

The project is hosted by the University of Minnesota's
Institute on the Environment.

CSM MN+NRW
Virtual Conference

June 18, 2020 8:00-11:00 AM
Zoom Link:
https://umn.zoom.us/j/91359550504? pwd=0Q2]pW
HI2MytURKINTWI9TcDBRbXdRQT09
Meeting ID: 913 5955 0504
Password: 5Y7?jD

AGENDA

8:00-8:10AM Event start: welcome &
15.00 Uhr introduction moderated by Sabine
Engel and Kristen Mroz

8:10-8:55AM “Fridays for Future Iserlohn: Who
15.10 Uhr We Are, What We Do, Our Goals
and Strategies”
Jana Norina Finke and Annalisa
Schlueter
interpreted by Peter Meuren

8:30  Moderated discussion and questions

8:55-9:30AM Technical discussion: “Carbon
15.55 Uhr Sequestration In Cities: Amazing
Biochar Opportunities”
Dr. Eric Singsaas and Jim Doten
interpreted by Peter Meuren

915 Moderated discussion and questions

9:30-9:45AM break/ Pause
9:45-10:20AM City panel speed networking round:
16.45 Uhr  Each city is invited to share their
ONE most exciting project!
(2-3 mins each)
Moderated by Kristen Mroz and
Sabine Engel

10:20-10:50AM city solutions workshop:
17.20 Uhr 6 small group breakout rooms (see
separate sheet for details)

10:50-10:55AM Reporting back:
Slido poll www.slido.com, event
code #71461

10:55-11:00AM Group reflection and wrap-up
Slido poll www.slido.com, event
code #71461
Called on alphabetically

11:00AM Event Ends
18.00 Uhr


https://www.google.com/url?q=https://umn.zoom.us/j/91359550504?pwd%3DQ2JpWHl2MytURkJNTW9TcDBRbXdRQT09&sa=D&ust=1592149439978000&usg=AOvVaw0cB7q2iIT3eMQgWkvooiNm
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://umn.zoom.us/j/91359550504?pwd%3DQ2JpWHl2MytURkJNTW9TcDBRbXdRQT09&sa=D&ust=1592149439978000&usg=AOvVaw0cB7q2iIT3eMQgWkvooiNm
https://youtu.be/uQlDnXiG4Oc
http://www.slido.com/
http://www.slido.com/
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[CSM-NRW]
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Industry
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environmental services, City
of Minneapolis Health
Department
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Dr. Sabine Engel, director of
international energy
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Jo Emerson, mayor, City of
White Bear Lake
[CSM-MN]

Amanda Erickson,
environmental coordinator,
City of Elk River

[CSM-MN]

Jana Norina Finke, high-
school student;
spokesperson, Fridays For
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Mindy Granley, sustainability
officer, City of Duluth
[CSM-MN]

Troy Goodnough, director of
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University of Minnesota,
Morris
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Blaine Hill, city manager, City
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[CSM-MN]

Ellen Hiniker, city manager,
City of White Bear Lake
[CSM-MN]

Tracy Hodel, director of
public services, City of St.
Cloud

[CSM-MN]

Anne Hunt, director, Office
of Enterprise Sustainability,
MN Dept of Administration
[CSM-MN]

Alex Jackson, energy
coordinator, City of Duluth
[CSM-MN]

Lauren Jensen, sustainability
coordinator, community
development department,
City of Rochester

[CSM-MN]

Katie Jones, community
program and policy manager,
Center for Energy and
Environment

[CSM-MN]



Dr. Cathy Jordan, associate
director for leadership and
education, Institute on the
Environment, University of
Minnesota
[CSM-MN]

Ralph Kensmann, managing
director and co-owner, start.
Design GmbH

[CSM-NRW]

Laura Malwitz, account
executive of Smart
Infrastructure / Energy
Performance &
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simultaneous interpreter
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Monica Ramirez, academic
dean, Century College
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Davis, Minnesota
Department of
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[CSM-MN]

Wilfried Roos, Mayor, City of
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[CSM-NRW]

Senator Julie Rosen,
Minnesota State Senate.
Chair, Finance Cttee.
Member: Energy and Utilities
Finance and Policy Cttee;
Health and Human Services
Finance and Policy Cttee.
[CSM-MN]

Corey Rupp, senior vice
president of lending, Affinity
Plus Federal Credit Union
[CSM-MN]

Annalisa Schlueter, high-
school student; co-founder,
Fridays For Future-Iserlohn

Carsten Schroeder, vice
president for transfer,
cooperation and innovation,
FH Minster University of
Applied Sciences
[CSM-NRW]

Max Schuessler, research
associate, University of
Siegen

[CSM-NRW]

Senator David Senjem,
Minnesota State Senator.
Chair, Capital Investment
Cttee. Vice Chair, Taxes
Cttee. Member: Energy and
Utilities Finance and Policy
Cttee; Environment and
Natural Resources Policy and
Legacy Finance Cttee;
Transportation Finance and
Policy Cttee.

[CSM-MN]

Dr. Eric Singsaas, initiative
director of wood products
and bioeconomy, Natural
Resources Research Institute,
University of Minnesota
[CSM-MN]

Brendon Slotterback,
program officer of Midwest
Climate and Energy,
McKnight Foundation
[CSM-MN]

Ken Smith, chief executive
officer and president,
Ever-Green Energy
[CSM-MN]

Cynthia Steinhauser,
community development
director, City of Rochester
[CSM-MN]



Guido Wallraven, technical
director Klima-Kommune
Saerbeck, City of Saerbeck
[CSM-NRW]

Jordan Wente, research
analysis specialist, Office of
Enterprise Sustainability,
Minnesota Department of
Administration.

[CSM-MN]

Thomas Werner, head,
department of building
management, City of
Minster

[CSM-NRW]

PRESENTER BI1OS

Jim Doten, PG CEP, supervises the environmental
services unit of the City of Minneapolis Health
Department conducting environmental enforcement. He
facilitates staff work on pollution reduction initiatives.

Undergraduate degree in Geology, licensed Professional
Geologist. Master of Science, Environmental Policy and
Management. Ten years with the City of Minneapolis, 22
years in environmental consulting. He became involved
with biochar during a one-year tour in Afghanistan with
the Minnesota National Guard, as a hydrologist on an
agribusiness development team. Minneapolis entered a
memorandum of understanding with Shakopee
Mdewakanton Sioux Community in 2014 to deliver
biochar and compost to urban growers addressing health
disparities. This has since expanded into urban forestry,
municipal stormwater, pollinator habitat, and exploring
remediation. Additional info: Created standardized
inspector training and performance validation program.
Amended numerous environmental ordinances adopted
by council. Developed biochar-compost based soil
amendment to restore urban soil health. Created
sustainable urban forestry study with University of
Minnesota and Parks Board. For up-to-date info on the

Dr. Christof Wetter, professor
of environmental technology,
faculty of energy, buildings
and environment, FH Minster
University of Applied Sciences
[CSM-NRW]

Sebastian Witte, sustainable
development/climate
protection officer, City of
Arnsberg

[CSM-NRW]

Robert Wild (tbc), head of city
planning, City of Luedenscheid
[CSM-NRW]

Elke Wirtz, International
Office, City of Minster
[CSM-NRW)]

City of Minneapolis bio char program, go to
http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/environment/biochar

Jana Norina Finke is a fifteen-year-old student at
Markisches Gymnasium Iserlohn high school. She has
helped build Fridays for Future Iserlohn and is the
spokeswoman for the local group. She has been involved
in climate protection for 6 years and has received awards
for her work, such as the DM HelferHerzen Award. In
addition, she is involved in youth work and climate
protection in the city administration. She also is a
member of the Children and Youth Council of the City of
Iserlohn.

Fridaysforfuture Iserlohn demonstriert nicht nur, wie die
anderen Ortsgruppen, sondern macht weitaus mehr.
Unteranderem hat unsere Ortsgruppe Kontakte zu
M(E)Ps gekniipft und war schon mehrmals im EU-
Parlament zu Besuch. Doch neben der EU Ebene
engagieren wir uns natlrlich auch in der Kommune. Wir
versuchen uns in die Politik einzubringen, in dem wir
beispielsweise Kontakte zur Verwaltung und auch zu
Politikern pflegen, oder wir Forderungen an die Stadt
stellen (siehe Forderungskatalog). Unsere Gruppe hat
sich  auch schon anderweitig engagiert, wie


http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/environment/biochar

beispielsweise bei sozialen Initiativen (Iserlohn hilft: Dort
wurden die Bedirftigen in Zeiten von Corona mit
Lebensmitteln versorgt), oder auch mit Mahnwachen
zum Thema Antirassismus und Befreiung des KZs
Ausschwitz.

Peter Meuren has worked as a self-employed
simultaneous interpreter since 1987. He has covered a
large variety of subjects but has placed his focus on
science and engineering. The subjects he has covered in
this field range from biotech and medicine to nuclear
engineering and, of course, environmental protection
and renewable energy. He first worked for the Climate-
Smart Municipalities group in 2013 when the
Cooperation Agreement between Minnesota, at that
time also Georgia, and North-Rhine Westphalia was
signed. He has since accompanied the Minnesota group
every year when they visited their counterparts in North-
Rhine Westphalia.

Kristen Mroz is the local government coordinator for the
Minnesota Environmental Quality Board, a state board
consisting of 9 state agency heads and 8 citizen members
working on emerging and cross-sector environmental
issues. Kristin is responsible for providing technical
assistance to local governments undergoing the
Environmental review process and also supports the
GreenStep Cities program and its many branches into
sustainability best practices at the local level. She first
participated in the Climate Smart Municipalities program
when she worked as the environmental technician at the
City of Elk River. Kristin graduated from the University of
Wisconsin-Stevens Point with a B.S. in natural resource
management and served two years in the Peace Corps,
providing environmental education in Nicaragua.

Annalisa Schlueter is a sixteen-year-old high school
student from Iserlohn, Germany, and a recent high
school exchange student at BCLUW High School in
Conrad, lowa. She has been involved with Fridays for
Future Iserlohn since the very beginning, almost a year
and a half ago. She is one of the co-founders. Last year,
she traveled to America for a year abroad but

WORKSHOP PARTICIPANTS

Hans Badziura is a biologist and head of the specialist
service environmental protection and green space of the
City of Lidenscheid. The duties of this specialist service
include not only general environment protection tasks

unfortunately had to return to Germany in March due to
the corona virus outbreak. Fridays For Future Iserlohn,
like other local FFF chapters, is involved in peaceful
demonstrations but does much more than that. Among
other things, our local group has made contacts with
members of the European Parliament and several times
has visited with parliamentarians at the EU Parliament.
In addition to the EU level, we are of course also involved
in the municipality. We try to get involved in politics, for
example by maintaining contacts with the city
administration and with politicians, or by making
demands on the city (see our demands catalog). Our
group has also been involved with other issues, such as
social initiatives (Iserlohn helps: the needy were
provided with food during the Corona pandemic), or
vigils on anti-racism and the liberation of the Auschwitz
concentration camp.

Dr. Eric Singsaas is the director of the materials and
bioeconomy research group at the University of
Minnesota’s Natural Resources Research Institute
(NRRI). He holds a B.A. in biology and chemistry from
Concordia College in Minnesota and a Ph.D. in plant
physiology and biochemistry from the University of
Wisconsin-Madison. Before joining NRRI, he was a
professor of biology and forestry at the University of
Wisconsin Stevens Point, where he co-founded the
Wisconsin Institute for Sustainable Technology to
promote economic development through innovation in
the agricultural and forest products industry. He holds
patents in woody biomass processing and bio-based
chemical production from engineered microbes, and
founded two companies in the bioeconomy sector. In
addition to applied technology development, Eric has
academic publications in the fields of biological
hydrocarbon production, plant-environment inter-
actions, and forest responses to climate change.

such as contaminated site investigation and disposal,
noise action planning, open space planning, biotope and
species protection, water conservation, but also climate
protection. In September 2019, the City of Liidenscheid



achieved a real breakthrough when its City Council
declared that climate protection be an integral and
central part of all municipal measures. No other city
anywhere in Germany has achieved that type of
breakthrough. The City of Liidenscheid has a climate
protection concept that includes a catalog of measures
for the sustainable design of the city. The city committed
to halve the per capita emissions of greenhouse gases by
2030 by joining the Climate Alliance. At the moment, the
main climate protection activities are focused on the
areas of energy efficiency in existing buildings and the
development of an e-mobility concept. In the future, it is
intended to implement measures to prevent damage
caused by climate change. The further expansion of
regenerative energy generation in cooperation with
Stadtwerke Lidenscheid should also remain an
important element of municipal services of general
interest in the future.

Ulrike Badziura heads the department of environmental
and climate protection at the City of Iserlohn. Her
portfolio of tasks includes issues of municipal waste,
technological aspects of environmental protection,
climate protection, and energy efficiency projects. In
2008, she was named to the post of climate protection
officer (Klimaschutzbeauftragte) for the City of Iserlohn.
Working with local partners she has implemented many
projects in her city. Iserlohn was recognized for its
municipal climate protection efforts with the European
Energy Award in Gold. By 2030, the city seeks to reduce
its energy use by 35% and its CO2 emissions by 50% over
1990 values.

Dr. Frank-Michael Baumann is managing director of the
EnergyAgency.NRW in North Rhine Westphalia. He has
held that position since 2007. He also serves as cluster
manager for EnergyRegion.NRW and EnergyResearch
NRW. Dr. Baumann studied physics at Ruhr-University
Bochum, Germany, and began his career as a scientist at
the Institute for Experimental Physics. From 1990 to
1995, he worked at DMT-Research and Testing GmbH in
the DMT-Institute for Process Control Systems and
Electrical Installations. Since 1996 he has been managing
director of ee energy engineers GmbH and for 10 years
up until 2006 he was involved in the management of the
North Rhine-Westphalia State Initiative on Future
Energies. Dr. Baumann’s numerous industry interests
include among others being spokesman of the Study
Group Future Energies at the “Future Energies Forum”,
member of the expert group renewable energies of the
German Engineers Association (VDI), member of the

board of the German Heat Pump Association (BWP) and
member of the curatorship of the Solar Institute Juelich.

Jim Benning is the director of public works and utilities
for the City of Duluth and is responsible for all aspects of
the city’s street lights, roads, bridges, street
maintenance, and municipal utilities. Public Works and
Utilities is the largest department in the City of Duluth,
with an annual budget over $90 million and 250
employees. The municipal utilities under his direction
are: water, natural gas, sanitary sewer, storm sewer, and
street lighting. Benning is also the representative for the
City on the downtown district heating system. These
utilities are some of the largest users of energy and can
potentially see the most cost savings from new energy
initiatives. Duluth’s gas utility is the largest municipally
owned natural gas utility in the state, and 27th in the
United States. His department is responsible for
implementing various energy loan and grant programs
for residential and commercial customers to promote
natural gas conservation. Jim holds a B.S. degree in civil
and environmental engineering from the University of
Wisconsin, Madison. He is also a registered professional
engineer in the State of Minnesota.

Doug Biehn is a member of the White Bear Lake City
Council. First elected to the City Council in 2009, he is
currently in the 3rd year of his 3rd 4-year term. During
his first 4-year term in 2010, Biehn was appointed by the
City Council to be the city’s representative with the
Ramsey County League of Local Governments (RCLLG). In
2014, Biehn was elected president of the RCLLG for a
one-year term. He continues to serve as White Bear
Lake’s appointed RCLLG representative to this day. Biehn
has had a long career in government service. Biehn’s
professional career started with the Ramsey County
Sheriff’s Office where he was hired as a deputy in 1978
and worked until his retirement as a commander in 2007.
At the Sheriff’s Office, Biehn performed many different
roles to include emergency preparedness, and inter-
agency / intra-discipline collaboration and cooperation
working closely with numerous public safety/first
responder agencies and disciplines in the Twin Cities
Metropolitan Area. After retirement from the Sheriff’s
Office, Biehn took a position as a business agent with Law
Enforcement Labor Services where he continued to work
closely with public safety personnel and their employing
governmental agencies and officials in matters relating
to the terms and conditions of employment. Biehn
earned his B.A. from the University of Minnesota College
of Liberal Arts and his A.A. from Lakewood Community
College, White Bear Lake, Minnesota.



Erik Birkeland is the property and facilities manager for
the City of Duluth and responsible for the overall
operation, maintenance, and capital improvement of
148 buildings comprising 1,200,000 square feet.
Additionally, he is responsible for all city property,
including over 12,000 acres of public park spaces and
hundreds of parcels of non-park property. Property and
facilities management is the primary driver of energy
efficiency, conservation, and land resource management
initiatives within the city organization. It has been
charged with leading these sustainability efforts through
implementing the Mayor’s energy plan and building the
Environmental Advisory Council, which is made up of key
stakeholders from the community and region. Since
2003, the City of Duluth has been actively investing in
energy efficiency projects, and since 2013 it has been
implementing an asset management system and
streamlining its energy resource management
capabilities to effectively track and manage its energy
consumption while aligning its capital planning and
maintenance activities with the latest advances in
building science, energy conservation, practice, and
technology. The City’s primary focus for the last few
years has been on its own infrastructure and core
community service deliverables. Prior to working for the
City of Duluth, Birkeland spent five years as the business
improvement manager and capital planning manager
(respectively) for St. Louis County, and 10 years in the
private  sector leading  preconstruction  and
organizational planning efforts in support of over 60
public school district construction projects throughout
the State of Minnesota. He holds a master’s degree in
education from the University of Minnesota, and an
English degree from Concordia College in Moorhead,
Minnesota.

Kevin Bright is the energy and sustainability director for
the Destination Medical Center (DMC) Economic
Development Agency. His main functions are to ensure
the DMC development projects meet the energy and
sustainability goals outlined in the DMC Development
Plan, convene the Energy Integration Committee, a
collection of energy-focused stakeholders to discuss and
implement high-level energy goals for development, and
advocate for sustainability, health, and wellness issues
throughout the community. Previously, Bright worked in
promoting energy efficiency and sustainability in higher
education, specifically efforts at Colby College and
Harvard University. At Colby, Bright supported all facets
of sustainability including: occupant engagement
programs, greenhouse gas accounting, third party

certifications, new and existing building performance,
renewable project development and demand
management activities in the existing building stock.
Prior to Colby, Bright worked as the assistant program
manager of the Green Building Services program at
Harvard University in Cambridge, Massachusetts. The
program supported Harvard schools and units in efforts
to design, build, and operate their buildings more
sustainably. The Green Building Service staff also met
with project teams to explain Harvard’s Green Building
Standards, perform life-cycle cost analyses, facilitate
green building trainings, conduct energy audits,
commission new construction and commercial interior
projects, and manage many of the University’s LEED
green building certification efforts. Kevin holds a M.A. in
energy and environmental analysis from Boston
University, and a B.A. from Middlebury College in
environmental geology.

Eric Buchanan is a renewable energy scientist with the
Renewable Energy Center at the University of Minnesota
West Central Research and Outreach Center (WCROC) in
Morris, MN. He has an aerospace engineering degree
and has worked in the aerospace, automotive and
medical device industries in several roles including
design, project engineering, and program management.
Since 2010, Buchanan conducts applied research on
small-scale renewable energy systems focusing on a
systems level integration into residential, commercial,
and agricultural buildings. His research covers many
forms of renewable energy including solar PV, solar
thermal, thermal storage, wind, heat pumps, hydrogen
fuel cells, and renewable ammonia production. His
outreach efforts are aimed at making the technical
aspects of energy systems easy to understand and
available to anyone who is interested.

Zack Carlton is the planning manager for the City of Elk
River, Minnesota. He oversees implementation of the
city’s zoning ordinance, facilitating implementation of
the city’s green initiatives, and works with other
departments to draft regulations promoting the city’s
goals. Zack holds a bachelor’s degree in environmental
design from the University of Minnesota, a master’s
degree in urban and regional planning from Humphrey
School of Public Affairs, a master’s degree in landscape
architecture from the University of Minnesota’s College
of Design, and is a certified professional (AICP) through
the American Planning Association.

Trish Curtis is the Midwest Regional Development
Manager for Siemens within the Building Performance



and Sustainability Division. She has nearly 30 years’
experience in energy. She began her career in the utilities
sector at Xcel Energy and Connexus Energy working with
clients in all markets in achieving energy efficiency,
resiliency and community outreach. Her passion led her
to working within the energy services industry helping
schools and local governments realize their goals to
improve their infrastructure and facilities and
strengthening their communities. Trish has been an
active board member and contributing member in a
number of chambers of commerce, a Commissioner of
Elk River Energy City, a private co-chair of the MN Energy
Services Coalition and the Chisago City Park Board.

Jo Emerson is mayor of White Bear Lake. Emerson was
first elected mayor in 2009 and is currently serving her
third term. She has also served as vice chair of the White
Bear Lake Planning Commission, president of the White
Bear Lake Area Historical Society and president of the
Minnesota Mayors Association. From 2017 to 2018,
Emerson also served as president of the League of
Minnesota Cities. The League serves its 830 members
through advocacy, education and training, policy
development, risk management and other services. In
addition to her mayoral duties, Emerson is active on a
several boards and committees: she is a board member
of the Ramsey County Historical Society, co-chairs East
Metro Strong (devoted to transit issues), chairs the Policy
Advisory Committee of the Rush Line (for bus rapid
transit planning) and chairs the Livable Communities
Grant Program for the Metropolitan Council. She is
excited for her city to have joined the Climate-Smart
Municipalities project and to be working with the City of
Luedenscheid.

Dr. Sabine Engel is director for international
partnerships at the University of Minnesota Institute on
the Environment (lonE), a multi-disciplinary research
entity that is built on the principles of partnership and
collaboration. She serves as principal investigator on two
international renewable energy and climate projects that
bring together a broad group of stakeholders from
Germany and the US Upper Midwest. Both projects are
co-funded by the German government. “Energy
Transition 2.0: Regional Economies & Renewable Energy
in the Upper Midwest/Berlin” focuses on renewable
energy policy and the linkages between an accelerated
energy transition and longer term economic
development. “Climate-Smart Municipalities: Modeling
Integrated Energy Communities for the 21st Century—
NRW and Minnesota” focuses on cities that embrace
their role as leaders in envisioning and building more

sustainable communities. From 2014 to October 2015,
Sabine was program director for economic development
in the University of Minnesota’s Office of University
Economic Development. From 2007 to 2014, she
directed the interdisciplinary DAAD Center for German &
European Studies at the University of Minnesota. As
director, she built unique Minnesota-Germany exchange
programs on health policy, renewable energy policy, and
workforce development. She holds a Ph.D. in English
from Duke University and a master’s degree from the
University of Hamburg.

Mindy Granley is the City of Duluth’s first sustainability
officer. She was hired in January 2020. As sustainability
officer, Mindy works to advance sustainability within the
City and community. She is charged with developing
ordinances, regulations, and associated programs while
serving as the primary liaison to the community on
sustainability efforts. Her position is also responsible for
improvement of City policies, programs, and initiatives
that promote local environmental, energy, economic,
and social sustainability. Before working at the City of
Duluth, Mindy served for 12 years as sustainability
director at the University of Minnesota Duluth (UMD),
where she coordinated sustainability efforts in
operations (carbon tracking, waste reduction,
stormwater management), student engagement,
outreach, and integration of sustainability into the
research and learning experiences for all students. She
championed campus projects and led outreach to
promote energy and greenhouse gas emission
reductions, all while connecting students to learning
opportunities in the community. In 2019, she became a
Certified Energy Manager, through the Association of
Energy Engineers.

Michelle Gransee is director of Minnesota’s State Energy
Office, an entity in the MN Department of Commerce’s
Energy Division. The State Energy Office is charged to
lead the state’s transition to a clean energy economy by
providing scientifically sound information, technical
assistance, financing, policy development and program
implementation in areas related to emerging energy
technologies. Michelle has a background in energy
program and policy development, training/education,
equity initiatives, and strategic planning. Previous efforts
include business development for a construction youth
job corps, coordination of an environmentally-focused
volunteer service program, teacher and student energy
and environmental curriculum development and
education, and for the last ten years, development and
implementation of federal and state-based programs



and policy initiatives related to energy, climate, and
equity issues for the MN Department of Commerce.
Michelle’s undergraduate degree is from Concordia
College in Moorhead, MN and her master’s degree is
from the University of Wisconsin—Stevens Point.

Troy Goodnough has served as the director of the office
of sustainability at the University of Minnesota, Morris,
for the past decade. Prior to his university service, Troy
spent a decade in semiconductor start-up companies
leading crystal growth operations for laser development.
Troy was the first sustainability coordinator hired in the
University of Minnesota system in 2006 and has also
served in the Center for Small Towns. Troy works with
students, faculty and staff to develop and implement
sustainability initiatives. His work has included creating
new educational programs, outreach initiatives, and
renewable energy projects. Troy provides leadership
with the Upper Midwest Association for Campus
Sustainability, the West Central Clean Energy Resource
Teams and other sustainability-focused groups. During
his tenure as director, Morris has earned AASHE STARS
Gold ratings, the Second Nature Climate Leadership
Award, and recognition by Sierra Club, Princeton Review,
Minnesota Environmental Initiative and other
organizations. On the Climate-Smart Municipalities
project, he serves as the advisor of record for the student
interns from Germany. He also serves as a speaker on the
student delegation tours to Germany.

Nicole Griensewic Mickelson is the executive director for
Region Nine Development Commission, which serves
nine counties in South Central Minnesota. Region Nine
works with and on behalf of counties, cities, townships,
and schools to develop various programs and identify
solutions in the areas of economic development,
business development, healthy communities,
transportation, community development, as well as
leveraging regional resources. Nicole’s passion for public
service is reflected in Region Nine’s accomplishments,
including national innovation awards for transportation
projects, communication and marketing, and flood
mitigation. Her responsibilities include overall
administration, planning, organization, direction and
control of Region Nine’s programs and services. Nicole is
an active board and committee member for multiple
organizations throughout Minnesota. Currently, she is an
Executive Committee Member of the Center for
Transportation Studies at the University of Minnesota,
an Advisory Board Member for the Great Lakes Training
Initiative, and a Board of Directors Member for Lutheran
Social Services of Minnesota. Nicole is a graduate of the

University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire. Her professional
background includes extensive private sector and non-
profit leadership experience.

Kim Gullickson is a member of the Morris City Council
and has been serving in that role since 2017. She is a
graduate of the University of Minnesota at Morris and
has been active in the Morris community for the past 29
years. As a newer member to the City Council, the
partnership with the City of Saerbeck, and the
opportunity to participate in learning how to transition
to a more climate friendly energy future is top priority.
She participated in the MN delegation to Germany in July
2018 and is eager to help implement clean energy
initiatives for the Morris community.

Bryan Herrmann is the vice chancellor for finance and
facilities at the University of Minnesota, Morris. Morris
has a broad array of operational and academic initiatives
devoted to sustainability. The campus recently was
recognized by the U.S. Department of Education as one
of nine first-ever ED Green Ribbon Schools
Postsecondary Sustainability Awardees and by the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency for its demonstration-
model of renewable energy production. A diverse
renewable energy platform is a key part of the campus
community’s plan to achieve carbon neutrality.
Herrmann has extensive experience in strategic planning
and financial-aid leveraging as well as results-oriented
leadership, primarily as it relates to student enrollment.
He has more than a dozen vyears’ experience in
enrollment management, which has culminated in his
attaining the roles of director of admissions and,
ultimately, vice chancellor. Herrmann holds a B.A. in
economics and management from the University of
Minnesota, Morris and a M.B.A. from the University of
Minnesota, Duluth.

Blaine Hill is the city manager for the City of Morris,
Minnesota, a city in which he was born and raised.
Morris is a small farming community in west central
Minnesota with a population of 5,400 people. With him,
the city entered into a climate protection partnership
agreement with the city of Saerbeck and has begun
implementing projects to reduce energy use, identify
renewable energy sources, and look at ways to protect
the environment. Hill served as the president of the
League of Minnesota Cities in 1997. Prior to being named
city manager in Morris, Hill served as the city clerk-
treasurer for the City of Breckenridge, Minnesota for 17
years. He started his career in government as a city
accountant for the City of Morris. He has 39 years of



experience in city finance and administration. He holds a
bachelor’s degree in political science from the University
of Minnesota—Morris and an associate’s degree in
accounting from the Willmar Vocational School.

Ellen Hiniker is the city administrator for the City of
White Bear Lake. She was appointed city administrator in
2016. Previously she served for three years as the City’s
assistant city manager and for seven years as assistant to
the city administrator. Ellen’s career has been dedicated
to public administration and community service and she
is known as a collaborative leader. In her role as assistant
city manager, she directed the solicitation and evaluation
of competitive proposals for a comprehensive solid
waste management contract with careful consideration
given to performance metrics, reporting requirements,
and environmental standards and incorporated
performance incentives and penalties in anticipation of
potential service deficiencies. She led several
environmental initiatives, including White Bear Lake’s
Green Step Cities program, Class 5 Energy program,
Restaurant Energy Conservation project, Natural Steps
program, downtown shared enclosure project, and a
multi-jurisdictional initiative to increase recycling
participation at apartment complexes. She has a
bachelor’s degree in political science from University of
Wisconsin Eau Claire and a master’s in public
administration from the University of Minnesota. Her
volunteer activities include serving as a board member
for the White Bear Lake Emergency Food Shelf.

Tracy Hodel has worked for the City of St. Cloud for 19
years and is the Public Services Director. The Public
Services Section includes the following departments:
Public Utilities, Public Works, Engineering and Airport.
Hodel earned a Bachelor of Science Degree in biology
from St. Cloud State University. Tracy has assisted and
provided leadership with the development and
implementation of the City of St. Cloud's energy and
other sustainability related initiatives. Among past
awards, In 2017, 2018 and 2019 the City of St. Cloud’s
Nutrient, Energy & Water Recovery Facility won the
"Utility of the Future" designation awarded by the
National Association of Clean Water Agencies for their
"leadership in community engagement, watershed
stewardship, and recovery of resources such as water,
energy, and nutrients.” In 2018, the City of St. Cloud
received the Sustainable City Award from Minnesota
GreenSteps Cities, a program recognizing sustainability
efforts by a city.

Anne Hunt is director of the Office of Enterprise
Sustainability for the State of Minnesota. As director, she
guides and supports 24 cabinet level agencies as they
employ sustainable strategies to save money, conserve
resources, and improve the environment. The State of
Minnesota, as an enterprise, defines sustainability as
meeting the economic, social and environmental needs
of the present without compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their needs. Anne is a recognized
leader in public policy, organizational leadership,
innovative program design and implementation, fiscal
management, strategic planning, stakeholder
engagement and coalition building. She moved into her
current position in spring 2019. Previously, she had
served for 12 years as St. Paul’s first sustainability
director, leading efforts to combat climate change and to
protect the city’s air, water and natural resources. Anne
was responsible for developing and implementing
innovative programs and policies to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions by improving energy efficiency, increasing
the use of renewable energy and improving
transportation options as well as reinvigorating
recycling, minimizing waste and improving water quality.
Before that, Anne coordinated public policy initiatives for
the Minnesota Environmental Partnership, a coalition of
80 environmental and conservation organizations.

Alex Jackson is the energy coordinator for the City of
Duluth. Assigned to the Property and Facilities
Management Division of Public Administration, he is
responsible for tracking and reducing the utility
consumption of 148 buildings and numerous other park
assets and public areas. As a member of the Property and
Facilities Management team, Alex is tasked with
developing and leading energy efficiency projects
throughout the City’s infrastructure as well as serving as
the primary driver of the City’s sustainability initiatives as
envisioned in the Mayor’s energy plan. A major effort
within Alex’s purview is consolidating energy tracking
within the city’s asset management system, streamlining
its energy resource management capabilities to more
effectively track and manage its energy consumption,
and ensuring that reductions are accurately documented
so these savings can be credited to the city’s energy fund
for continued investment in energy efficiency projects.
Prior to working for the City of Duluth, Alex spent nearly
five years as the air program coordinator for the Fond du
Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa. There, he was
responsible for tracking the Band’s air emissions and
operating their air quality monitoring station. Other
responsibilities included leading the band’s efforts to be
re-designated as a Class 1 air shed, and offering



comments to regulatory agencies on behalf of the Band
in an effort to protect the Reservation and ceded
territories. Alex holds a B.S. degree in biology from the
University of Wisconsin.

Katie Jones is the benchmarking outreach and policy
specialist for the Center for Energy and Environment
(CEE). CEE's mission is to promote energy efficiency to
strengthen the economy while improving the
environment. Data-driven and community-engaged,
CEE’s staff are passionate to discover and deploy the
most effective solutions for a healthy, low-carbon
economy through several channels. Katie works with
cities to develop and implement energy disclosure
policies and programs. As a certified energy manager,
she brings technical assistance, data analysis, and an
understanding of building energy performance to a local
government setting. Her work centers on utilizing
building and/or community energy data and leveraging
that knowledge to drive energy efficiency priorities. A
few notable projects include work on implementing the
City of Minneapolis’ energy benchmarking program,
designing the PowerNorth energy campaign in North
Minneapolis, and leading the benchmarking policy
development process in Edina and Saint Louis Park.
Before joining CEE, Katie provided technical assistance
for B3 Benchmarking at The Weidt Group and had
previously  conducted benchmarking  outreach
throughout Minnesota with the Clean Energy Resource
Teams. She has a B.S. in agriculture and natural resources
engineering from Purdue University.

Dr. Cathy Jordan is a pediatric neuropsychologist and the
associate director for Leadership & Education at the
University of Minnesota’s Institute on the Environment
(lonE). Cathy leads an lonE team, activates sustainability
savvy leaders by cultivating sustainability awareness and
leadership skills in change makers at all levels. As a
pediatric neuropsychologist, Cathy has had an abiding
interest in the influence of environments on children’s
health and development. Early in her career she focused
on the influence of environmental risks, such as lead
overburden, on children’s cognitive and behavioral
development. She later turned her attention to the
positive impact of nature contact—through nature play,
nature-based learning, and therapeutic uses of nature—
on children’s physical and mental health and educational
outcomes and development of a stewardship ethic.
Cathy also serves as the consulting director of research
for the Children & Nature Network, a national nonprofit
leading a global movement to increase equitable access
to nature so that children and natural places can thrive

together. In this role, Cathy leads efforts to make the
burgeoning body of research on nature’s benefits
accessible to diverse audiences and to network
researchers and practitioners across the country to help
translate research on nature-based learning into formal
and informal educational practice. Cathy is a professor of
pediatrics in the University of Minnesota Medical School.
She earned her Ph.D. in clinical psychology from Wayne
State University, completed a clinical internship at Brown
University and post-doctoral training in pediatric
neuropsychology at the University of Minnesota.

Ralph Kensmann, Dipl.-Ing., is managing partner at
Start.Design in Essen. His company is considered among
Germany’s leading consultants for lighting planning and
design using both artificial and natural light. Start.Design
develops solutions for office spaces, public spaces, retail,
art exhibits, trade fairs, and televised or live cultural
events. In 2012, the company won Germany’s lighting
design award for energy efficiency for a project with ALDI
Sued, one of Germany’s largest supermarket chains. In
cooperation with Germany’s renowned applied research
organization Fraunhofer Institute for Solar Energy
Systems, Start.Design created a solution that reduces
primary energy at a new ALDI supermarket by 50%. Using
natural light was a core element. 28 day light openings in
the roof equipped with specialized mirror technology
that blocks all aspects of light that would spoil food were
combined with LED technology. Kensmann is an
electronics technician and holds a degree in electrical
engineering, specializing in lighting design. Prior to his
career with Start.Design, Kensmann worked at BMW
Research Center (FIZ) Munich and Proline Innovation
Park Dortmund. He works closely with universities and
other research organizations. One cooperation involves
the physics department at Dortmund University and
focuses on intelligent, networked street lighting.

Laura Malwitz is the business development manager for
Siemens within the Building Performance and
Sustainability Division. For the past 15 years, Laura has
been working closely with cities, counties, states and the
federal government on high performance building
projects, and creating long-term partnerships by building
dynamic asset and energy management programs. At
Siemens, she is continuing her work by working closely
with local government clients in MN and W1 to turn those
plans into realistic projects that positively impact our
communities. With a background in architecture and an
MBA, she is well versed in the technical avenues of the
built environment, as well as building a strong business
case for investment. Couple that with her passion for



energy efficiency, sustainability, and resiliency, Laura is
out to save the world.one building at a time.

Peter Meuren has worked as a self-employed
simultaneous interpreter since 1987. Within the
framework of this work he has covered a large variety of
subjects but has placed the focus on science and
engineering. The subjects he has covered in this field
range from biotech and medicine to nuclear engineering
and, of course, environmental protection and renewable
energy. He first worked for the Climate-smart
Municipalities group in 2013 when the Cooperation
Agreement between Minnesota, at that time also
Georgia, and North-Rhine Westphalia was signed. He has
since accompanied the Minnesota group every year
when they visited their counterparts in North-Rhine
Westphalia.

Shannon Mortenson is city administrator and clerk-
treasurer for Warren, a small community of 1600
residents located in the northwest corner of Minnesota.
Mortenson has been the city administrator since 2010.
The city operates the electric and gas distribution and
sales in the city along with providing sanitation, water
and sewer service. Warren has been a participant in the
Green Step Cities program to further encourage
residents and city leaders to have a more “green” city.
The City of Warren has garnered much new information
through the partnership with Germany as it offers
innovative projects to residents to implement climate
protection measures and boost sustainability. In 2018 as
a result of having implemented a new benchmarking
program, Warren won a “2018 Clean Energy City” award
from the Minnesota Clean Energy Resource Teams.

Marcus Miiller works at the City of Lidenscheid in the
department of environmental protection and green
space and is responsible for climate protection and
sustainability. Previously, he worked for six years in
different roles at Energy Agency.NRW, including as
deputy head of the agency’s department of municipal
and regional climate protection. He was responsible for
the European Energy Award, the ECORegion program,
mobile energy consulting, and other efforts that foster
climate protection efforts across the region. Miiller spent
five years working as a “climate networker” in the rural
Arnsberg region connecting municipalities,
administrations, companies, and other entities. Miiller
has been a crucial partner for the Climate- Smart
Municipalities project: four of the six NRW partner cities
in the program were recruited through him.

Michael Miiller is a senior consultant with Energy
Agency.NRW in the department energy use, climate
protection in municipalities and regions. He is
responsible for the agency’s carbon footprint program
for cities and municipalities, the education and
qualification of climate protection managers and the
advising service for green and carbon neutral sports
events. Miiller has been with Energy Agency. NRW for 19
years and has collaborated on various projects with
municipalities and companies. He also helped support
the NRW Ministry of Economic Affairs as it introduced
the EU emissions trading scheme for companies. Michael
also was responsible for the pilot project JIM.NRW which
helps tie GHG reduction at the local level to the
emissions trading market.

Kim Norton is mayor of the City of Rochester. She is
proud to have Rochester designated as the first and only
city in MN to receive Gold LEED certification and commit
to 100% renewable energy by 2030. She retired from the
Minnesota Legislature in 2016 after serving ten years in
the Minnesota House of Representatives, where she
represented a portion of Rochester, home of the Mayo
Clinicand Minnesota’s largest private employer. She held
numerous leadership positions in the House of
Representatives for most of her tenure. In the 2013
legislative session, Rep. Norton was the chief House
author of the legislation that authorized up to $327
million from the State of Minnesota for the Mayo Clinic
Destination Medical Center (DMC) project in Rochester,
a $585 million economic development and infrastructure
project. Norton served on the city’s Energy Commission
and was a board member of Fresh Energy prior to being
elected mayor. Norton also completed a two-year Bush
Foundation Fellowship focusing on policy, leadership and
sustainable energy. She is the proud owner of two
electric vehicles and purchases solar and hydro power for
her home. From 1998 to 2006, she served on the
Rochester School Board.

Carsten Peters is an energy advisor with the state-wide
consumer organization Verbraucherzentrale
Nordrheinwestfalen at its Arnsberg location. He serves
both private property owners and renters.Counseling for
private property owners focuses on how to save energy
through building modernization and on ways to add
renewable energy to their properties. Counseling for
renters’ centers on generating savings by increasing
power and heat efficiency. Peters regularly gives public
talks and invites residents to participate in community
activities that promote sustainability. He also works on
developing new ways to assess the performance and



potential of existing buildings. Peters studied
environmental engineering. After graduation he led a
team at a national logistics company and later was
promoted to serve as one of his company’s internal
consultants on sustainable energy and facilities
management. From 2011 to 2015, he ran his own
consulting  office. The consumer organization
Verbraucherzentrale Nordrheinwestfalen became a
regular client and in 2015 invited him to join the
organization as a full-time staff member.

Cal Portner is the city administrator for the City of Elk
River, Minnesota. As Elk River’s chief administrative
officer, he oversees a municipal staff of 150 and a general
operating fund of $14 million for this full service city. Elk
River’s Energy City Commission has set a goal to make Elk
River “the most energy responsible city in Minnesota.”
The commission promotes green technologies and seeks
to grow green industry in the community. The city owns
and operates a municipal power utility, a great benefit
for energy policy and sustainability. The city also works
with Waste Management, which operates and maintains
a landfill gas-to-energy power plant within the city. Prior
to his appointment in Elk River, Portner served in
municipal leadership positions with the cities of
Plymouth and Brooklyn Park. Previous positions include
working as district field director for a U.S. Congressional
office and nine years for the US Air Force. Portner is an
active member and past president of the Elk River Rotary
Club, he holds a bachelor’s degree in political science
from the University of Minnesota, a master’s degree in
public administration from Hamline University and is a
credentialed manager through the International City and
County Manager’s Association.

Dr. Monica Ramirez is the academic dean for sciences,
technology, engineering, mathematics, solar and
renewable energies at Century College in White Bear
Lake, Minnesota. She received her doctorate from the
University of Wyoming in geoscience processing. She
attended Ludwig Maximilians University in Munich,
Germany, where she earned her degree (Staatsexamen)
in physical geography before moving to Brazil for six
years on a research team. Upon returning to the United
States, Monica was employed as a professor for
environmental and earth sciences before moving into an
administrative role. National Science Foundation awards
have allowed her to further her work in Geographic
Information Systems and Global Positioning Systems
(GIS/GPS) at national and international levels. She serves
or has served as a language editor for scientific journals
as well as executive editor for the Association for Women

Geoscientists. She is a peer reviewer and team chair for
the Higher Learning Commission, an accrediting body for
colleges and schools.

Mike Reese has been the renewable energy director at
the University of Minnesota West Central Research and
Outreach Center (WCROC) located near Morris,
Minnesota, since 2001. He has overseen the
development of the renewable energy program at Morris
and has participated as principal investigator or project
manager on over $15 million of research and
demonstration projects, including large and small scale
wind energy, biomass gasification, renewable hydrogen
and ammonia, and solar thermal and photovoltaic
energy systems. He has led the development of the
renewable hydrogen and ammonia pilot plant for the
University of Minnesota from conceptualization to
operation. Reese is currently leading the renewable
energy program’s new strategy to reduce fossil energy
consumption in  production agriculture through
researching and developing renewable and efficient
energy technologies for farms. In addition to working for
the University, Mike enjoys operating the family grain
and livestock farm located by Lake Emily near Hancock,
MN and participates in several civic organizations and
boards.

Alice Roberts-Davis serves as the Commissioner of the
Minnesota Department of Administration. As
Commissioner [Ministerin], Alice leads over a dozen
administrative service divisions—including the state’s
purchasing, real estate property, fleet, risk management,
demographic analysis, and continuous improvement
services. As a part of Governor Tim Walz and Lt. Governor
Peggy Flanagan’s cabinet, Alice is focused on her
commitment to making Minnesota a more equitable and
inclusive state. Prior to her appointment as
Commissioner in January 2019, Alice served the
Department of Administration as assistant commissioner
overseeing the state’s real estate and construction
functions. In that role, Alice was responsible for $2.5
billion in annual procurement, as well as the Office of
Equity in Procurement (OEP) and the Procurement
Technical Assistance Center (PTAC). These offices are
focused on creating opportunities for businesses,
particularly small businesses owned by women,
minorities, veterans, and persons with disabilities.
Before joining the state of Minnesota, Alice worked for
Target Corporation for 12 years in different leadership
capacities, including real estate management and
compliance. She was responsible for the purchase and
development of land across the country, and she led the



company’s $1 billion supplier diversity initiative. Alice
considers Elk Grove Village, lllinois, her hometown. She
attended the University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign
where she earned a degree in communications/
journalism and Florida State University College of Law
where she earned a Juris Doctor degree.

Wilfried Roos is mayor of the City of Saerbeck (pop.
7,200), located in a rural area of North-Rhine Westphalia.
Before moving to Saerbeck as the city’s new
administrator in 1994, Roos held a number of
administrative positions at county and city levels. In
1999, the citizens of Saerbeck elected him mayor. He was
reelected in September 2015 for the fourth time. Since
2008 and supported by a broad electoral mandate, his
daily set of tasks includes implementing an ambitious
municipal agenda: by 2030, the City of Saerbeck wants to
be fully energy self-sufficient using only renewable
energy. A comprehensive blueprint for local climate
protection that was generated by the city in partnership
with multiple other stakeholders guides the effort. Based
on that blueprint, the City of Saerbeck won a state-wide
contest and was designated “Climate Community of the
Future” (Klimakommune der Zukunft) for modeling
sustainability at the municipal level. Today, the City
features about 150 concurrent initiatives and projects.
The most important among them is “Bio-Energy Park
Saerbeck” on the site of a former federal ammunition
storage facility. The 250 acre site combines wind, solar,
and biogas energy generation. Individual citizens play a
crucial role in the energy transformation. 450 citizen
small investors invested between $1,300 (min.) and
$25,000 (max.) in the Saerbeck bio-energy cooperative.
In October 2015, Saerbeck and the City of Morris signed
a memorandum of agreement for the two communities
to work together on municipal energy and climate
protection initiatives.

Julie Rosen is a Minnesota state senator representing
District 23, in rural south-central Minnesota. Her district
includes seven counties. Senator Rosen chairs the Senate
Finance Committee and is also a member of three
additional committees: Energy and Utilities Finance and
Policy; Health and Human Services Finance and Policy;
and Human Services Reform Finance and Policy. In
addition, Senator Rosen co-chairs the Legislative
Commission on Pension and Retirement and the
Legislative Task Force on Child Protection. She was first
elected in 2002 and is currently serving her fifth term.
Her special legislative concerns are health care, with an
emphasis on mental health, substance abuse, child
protection and long-term care. Agriculture, energy and

work-force training are other special interests. As a
freshman senator, Rosen earned the distinction of being
a leading authority on methamphetamine and other
drug-related issues and successfully shepherded the
groundbreaking Minnesota Meth bill (2005), the most
comprehensive meth legislation in the nation. Her
service earned her the “Freshman Legislator of the Year”
award. In 2017, Senator Rosen authored or co-authored
five Opioid Reform Act bills and in 2019 chief authored
an Opioid Reform bill signed by the Governor. In 2012,
the Minnesota legislature passed Senator Rosen’s bill to
build a state-of-the-art new Minnesota Vikings stadium
using a public-private partnership between the Vikings
professional football team, the state of Minnesota, and
the City of Minneapolis. In 2018, U.S. Bank Stadium
hosted Super Bowl LII. In Senator Rosen’s role as chair of
the Legislative Commission on Pension and Retirement,
she has led the charge for a major pension reform bill,
which passed the Minnesota legislature unanimously on
May 20, 2018. This landmark reform maintains the
state’s commitment to Minnesota’s valued public
employees. Senator Rosen holds a bachelor of science in
agronomy from Colorado State University. Prior to being
elected to the legislature, she worked as a marketing
representative for both Elanco and American Hoechst
Chemical Company.

Corey Rupp is the senior vice president of Lending at
Affinity Plus. He joined Affinity Plus in 2004 as a branch
manager. In his current capacity, Corey oversees all
aspects of lending including consumer, business, student
and real estate lending, along with all retail operations
which includes the statewide branch network and call
centers. During his career, he has led the implementation
of new lending platforms, made significant
enhancements to mobile lending and completely
overhauled the credit union’s lending program. Corey is
also a dedicated community leader serving on local
chamber, foundation and university boards, and
coaching youth athletics.

Carsten Schréder is vice president for transfer,
cooperation and innovation at FH Muinster University of
Applied Sciences. He is responsible for strategy and
operations for core wuniversity tasks: research
management, technology transfer and
commercialization (start-ups, business cooperations,
licensing), cooperations and partnerships, marketing,
innovation management, and alumni relations. Since
2004, he has also been serving as managing director of
TAFH Miinster GmbH, a private sector entity the



university created to support innovation and develop
pilot projects.

Max Schuessler is a research associate in mechanical
engineering at the University of Siegen and working on
his Ph.D. He holds a scholarship from the German
business foundation Stiftung der deutschen Wirtschaft
for his current research. During summer and fall 2017,
Max had the opportunity to do an internship in Siegen’s
partner-city Duluth, coordinated through the Climate
Smart Municipalities cooperation. There he developed a
hybrid energy system concept for the city’s water
treatment center and main pump house. He holds a
master’s degree in mechanical engineering from the
University of Siegen, where he specialized in energy plant
engineering and machine learning, and a bachelor’s
degree in industrial engineering from TH Mittelhessen,
Giessen. He also serves as a co-lead on the CSM
education work group.

David “Dave” Senjem is a Minnesota state senator. He
represents citizens in Dodge and Olmsted Counties,
including one-half of the City of Rochester. He was first
elected to the Senate in 2002 and has served as both the
Senate Majority and Minority Leader. He spent 44 years
of his professional life with Mayo Clinic, retiring as
environmental affairs officer. He also served 11 years on
the Rochester City Council. Currently, Senator Senjem is
chairman of the Capital Investment committee and vice
chair of the Tax committee. He also serves as a member
of four other committees: Energy, Utilities Finance and
Policy, Transportation, Environment, Natural Resources
Finance and Policy, and the Legacy Committee. Senator
Senjem was Senate author of Mayo Clinic’s 5 billion
dollar Destination Medical Center (DMC) expansion
initiative, the largest private sector development project
in Minnesota’s history. DMC secures Mayo Clinic’s status
as a global medical destination and sets into motion the
reinvention of the City of Rochester both physically and
culturally, including plans for Rochester to lead America
in both renewable energy and overall sustainability.
Senator Senjem has played an active role in the
Minnesota/Germany Energy Policy Exchange Program.
From these experiences he has come to understand the
reasons, reality, and importance of looking at energy
transformation  realistically from an economic
perspective. With this in mind he has introduced “Clean
Energy First” legislation, which requires utilities to
consider clean energy as their first option in planning
future electrical generation resources. With its
anticipated passage in 2020 Minnesota will become the
6th state in the United States to embrace a 100 percent

renewable energy future. Senator Senjem’s personal
ambition is to take what he has learned from his German
experiences and build an energy based new economy in
southeastern Minnesota.

Brendon Slotterback is the program officer for the
Midwest Climate & Energy program at McKnight
Foundation. Slotterback’s focus areas include supporting
local communities to address climate change, the
evolution of the electric grid including utility business
models and grid modernization, and the advancing
electric vehicles in the Midwest. Recently, Slotterback
has led a series of McKnight-sponsored forums to engage
community members to imagine Minnesota’s electric
grid beyond the retirement of an aging baseload fleet.
Slotterback has spent his career working on issues at the
core of McKnight's Midwest Climate & Energy
grantmaking program. Prior to McKnight, Slotterback
served as Sustainability Program Coordinator for the City
of Minneapolis, where he developed and implemented
one of the city’s first municipal climate action plans.
Subsequently, he helped negotiate and implement the
Clean Energy Partnership with Xcel Energy and
CenterPoint Energy, deploying energy solutions to
Minneapolis customers and garnering a deep
understanding of the regulatory and legislative
environment in the process. He has strong connections
in the public, private, and philanthropic sectors and has
been invited to share his work with the U.S. Department
of Energy, Carbon Neutral Cities Alliance, Urban Land
Institute, and C40 Cities. Hailing from Milwaukee and
lowa City, Slotterback has a BA in political science from
UW-Eau Claire and a MA in urban and regional planning
from the University of Minnesota’s Hubert H. Humphrey
School of Public Affairs. He is a LEED-accredited
professional and a member of the American Institute of
Certified Planners.

Ken Smith is president and CEO of District Energy St. Paul
and its affiliate Ever-Green Energy and has served in
those roles since 2010. A recognized leader in
community and campus scale energy systems, Ken is
actively engaged in industry, policy, and academic
forums addressing our energy future. He is a frequent
speaker nationally and internationally, and is regularly
requested to brief local, state, and federal planners,
policy makers, and regulators. For the past eight years,
Smith has participated in an energy policy exchange
between Germany and the State of Minnesota. Ever-
Green Energy is one of the original partners in the
Climate-Smart Municipalities exchange with Germany.
Prior to joining District Energy St. Paul and Ever-Green



Energy in 2006, Smith worked globally in the engineering
and construction industry for over 20 years, planning,
designing and implementing highly reliable energy
projects, including central plants, microgrids,
datacenters, and other mission critical facilities for
advanced tech industry, campuses, international
airports, and U.S. Department of Defense. Smith
currently serves as president of the Midwest Renewable
Energy Tracking System Board of Directors (M-RETS), vice
chair of the Saint Paul Area Chamber of Commerce, and
is a fellow of the University of Minnesota’s Institute on
the Environment (lonE). From 2014-2015, he served as
chair of the International District Energy Association
board of directors. He has a bachelor’s degree in
electrical engineering from North Dakota State
University and a master’s degree in business
administration from the University of St. Thomas in
Minneapolis, MN.

Cynthia Steinhauser is community development director
at the City of Rochester. Before moving to her present
position in 2018, she served as city manager at the City
of Frankfort, KY (2017-2018) and as assistant city
manager at the City of Dubuque, lowa (2001-2017).

Guido Wallraven has been serving as technical director
for the City of Saerbeck’s climate-smart municipality
project since 2009. He is in charge of implementing about
150 individual initiatives that promote and implement
local climate protection. Guido has been working on
municipal climate protection issues for over 15 years.
Together with local stakeholders, he develops plans for
adapting to climate change. He serves as a consultant to
municipalities and cities on local measures that support
sustainability. He also manages the implementation of
large and small projects that focus on renewable energy,
energy use reduction, energy efficiency, climate-friendly
transportation, and community education. Guido holds
an engineering degree in architecture with a
specialization on city planning. He owns the city planning
consultancy Stadt-Land-Fluss-Biiro fiir Stadtebau und
Umweltplanung. The office focuses on energy-efficient
city planning, sustainable city development, the use of
solar energy in cities, and sustainable master planning.

Jordan Wente is the enterprise sustainability program
administrator at the State of Minnesota’s Office of
Enterprise Sustainability. Jordan’s main duties pertain to
data management, analysis, and the coordination of
sustainability reporting across the 24 cabinet level
agencies. In addition, he provides technical assistance
and consulting on renewable energy and energy savings

to the different state agencies. He is a graduate of the
University of Minnesota, Morris and the Technical
University of Denmark with degrees in statistics and
energy systems modelling. Jordan is a 2014 Truman
Scholar. He now lives in St. Paul, Minnesota. In his free
time, he enjoys cross country skiing, hunting, and
fermenting (sauerkraut, kimchi).

Thomas Werner is director of infrastructure in the
facilities management department at the City of Min-
ster. He is in charge of all aspects of facilities manage-
ment but focuses especially on energy efficiency and
sustainable construction measures. He holds a degree in
building systems engineering from Applied University FH
Minster. In 1989, he started working for the City of
Muinster. First projects included larger HVAC
construction and the technical management of the city’s
pools. In 1992, he started a systematic rollout and
expansion of energy management measures for the city’s
350 facilities. Since 2001, he has been a member of the
energy management task force of Germany’s league of
cities Deutscher Stadtetag.

Dr. Christof Wetter is a professor at FH Miinster Uni-
versity of Applied Sciences in the faculty of Energy,
Buildings Services and Environmental Engineering, which
he headed as dean from 2008 to 2012. Dr. Wetter serves
on the steering committee for the City of Saerbeck’s
climate-smart effort, is a key research and technology
partner and adviser for the City of Saerbeck, and uses
space at Saerbeck’s Bio-Energy Park for research,
including research into different battery storage
technologies. His Enerprax project explores how
different storage technologies and control systems can
be combined to make renewable energy available at any
time and usable also for heating and transportation.
Over the past 30 years, Dr. Wetter has been involved in
many environmental technology projects. He has served
as project engineer, project manager, consultant and
adviser. He joined the faculty at FH Miinster University
of Applied Sciences in 1999. He has been responsible for
wastewater technology and water pollution control, and
has successfully carried out many research and
development projects and a variety of third party
projects. For many years, he has been involved with
biogas technology, renewable energy and electro-
mobility and developed a number of new concepts. He
publishes widely and is active in many working groups
and expert committees: founding member and member
of the board of the Institute for Energy and Process (IEP)
(since 01/2014), founding member and member of the
board of the Institute for Water Resources



Environment (IWARU) (since 05/2011), founding
member and member of the Institute for Sustainable
Food and Food Industry (iSun) (since 02/2009). Since
2017, seven of his students have served as Climate Smart
Municipality interns with the cities of Elk River, Morris,
Rochester, and White Bear Lake.

Elke Wirtz works in the International Office at the City of
Minster and is mainly responsible for funding issues. She
lived in Chicago for 11 years. She is at home in both
cultures and is committed to fostering the relationship
between Miinster and Rochester. She serves as the city’s
point person for the Climate-Smart Municipalities
exchange.

Sebastian Marcel Witte, Dipl.-Ing., is project manager
for climate action and sustainable development at the
City of Arnsberg and responsible for the implementation
of the city’s sustainability strategy. The strategy focuses
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on implementing the Agenda 2030 and the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG) of the United Nations. One of
the main objectives is a sustainable, resilient and carbon
neutral Arnsberg 2050. Witte works as an urban planner
at the city’s office for the future (“Zukunftsagentur”),
which deals with core aspects of sustainable urban
development such as climate change, changing
demographics, new types of mobility and healthy &
sustainable lifestyles. Witte studied spatial planning with
a focus on urban design at Technical University of
Dortmund. He holds a degree in engineering. Since 2008,
he has been serving as a research associate at Karlsruhe
Institute of Technology. In 2016, the City of Arnsberg
embraced the United Nations Agenda 2030 sustainable
development goals. The city participates in the Global
Sustainable Municipality NRW project. The goal is to
model strategies for sustainable development at the
municipal level.



