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Welcome to another round of exchange and learning in the 
Climate-Smart Municipalities program—this time once again in 
NRW! The program is a unique multi-partner collaboration be-
tween Minnesota and Germany, and part of the German gov-
ernment’s renowned Transatlantikprogramm. “Climate-Smart 
Municipalities: Modeling Integrated Energy Communities for the 
21st Century” brings together stakeholders and leaders in local 
and state government, politics, business, the nonprofit sector, 
academia, and the public to learn from each other and to accel-
erate the transition to a more sustainable, efficient and climate-
friendly future at the local level. 

Our program tag line reads “Together, we are smarter!” It cap-
tures the experience over the past three years of everyone in-
volved in this remarkable undertaking. Together, we command 
deeper expertise, are able to look at things from a much broader 
range of perspectives, and create better and more imaginative 
solutions. Having the opportunity to discuss approaches in a 
binational group is invaluable. Turning those conversations into 
inclusive projects at multiple levels and witnessing how quickly 
and reliably such parallel diversity produces measurable results is 
inspiring. And it builds additional momentum.

This September’s Minnesota delegation is our biggest and 
most diverse ever. See the front and back covers for the amaz-
ing 35-member roster. Leadership from five Minnesota state 
agencies, leaders of three state senate committees, city council 
members, school board members, leaders in energy, agriculture, 
finances, research and leaders from the six cities that decided to 
lead the way in Minnesota. Delegation lead is Minnesota’s Com-
missioner for Administration Alice Roberts-Davis. 

2019 is a year of strategic growth for CSM. We recently welcomed 
Center for Energy & Environment as a co-funding partner. We 
reached into schools in NRW and MN through a first annual 
video contest. We grew the group of core cities to 12 with Lüden-
scheid and White Bear Lake. And we connected through the USA 
NRW Parliamentarians group and MdL Angela Freimuth with 
more NRW legislators. Ten of them just spent three exciting days 
in Minnesota and came away impressed. In July, Minnesota’s new 
lieutenant governor visited NRW on her first international trip. It 
clicked. And you are part of this growing CSM family. 

Ahead of us is a full week of learning and working together. 
Two full group workshop days will focus on how to get more 
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solar onto people’s roofs and how to reduce GHG emissions 
in the transportation sector. As a cohort of cities and business 
partners, can we build joint community solar plants? What will it 
take? To help accelerate the renewable energy and sustainability 
transformation in Minnesota, delegation members will visit 
Siemens in Mühlheim to learn how engineers and researchers 
are thinking to replace fossil fuels with GHG neutral fuels. 
Experts at Gelsenwasser and Stadtwerke Osnabrück will share 
renewable energy and efficiency measures and new business 
models with the Morris team. And on Wednesday, we will have 
the opportunity to connect in Lüdenscheid with regional leaders 
including members of the Fridays for Future movement to build 
additional momentum for our NRW-MN climate-smart journey 
to succeed. 

The week’s program again is a massive collective effort. I thank 
all partners for helping create an inspiring series of activities that 
demonstrate how much the public and private sectors can do in 
partnership.  

Finally, a big shout-out to our Minnesota and German funders. 
Your joint support enables the University of Minnesota Institute 
on the Environment to provide this amazing opportunity to 
Minnesotans and Germans.

Wishing all of us an inspiring and productive week,

Dr. Sabine Engel

director of international partnerships

“Climate-Smart Municipalities” 
is supported with funding from 
Germany’s Federal Ministry of 
Economic Affairs and Energy 
(BMWi) through the European 
Recovery Program’s (ERP) 
Transatlantik-Programm der 
Bundesrepublik Deutschland.
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and 12 municipalities:

City of  Saerbeck	
City of Siegen
City of Münster
City of Luedenscheid 
City of Iserlohn
City of Arnsberg

City of Morris
City of Duluth
City of Rochester
City of White Bear Lake
City of Elk River
City of Warren



 
Arnsberg

The city of Arnsberg is located in Hochsauerland County 
and is the seat of government for the administrative region 
Südwestfalen. The city is on the Ruhr River, covers an area of 
about 74 square miles, and has a population of about 73,000. 
The city has several neighborhood centers (poly-centered city) 
that cluster in a ribbon along the river. Major employers are 
small and medium sized enterprises in the manufacturing sector: 
metal processing, electronics, wood and paper-based businesses, 
printing and polymer processing. An important industry 
specialty is the development and production of lamps. Neheim-
Hüsten was known in former times as “the city of lamps.” The 
sector currently is gaining new weight because of new lighting 
technologies and LED. As in other communities, demographic 
changes are becoming more pronounced. The loss of population 
requires that future urban development will need to focus on 
developing existing environments. Arnsberg has a city bus system 
and three train stations that connect it beyond the region. There 
are five interstate exits along three major national traffic axes. A 
small airport accommodates one- and two-engine planes. The 
city offers cultural and tourism activities. In addition to the Ruhr 
River, the city is shaped by its relatively large forested area, which 
covers 62% of the area. 

Regarding municipal energy and climate policy: In 2011, the 
city created a master plan for integrated climate protection, 
which provides a comprehensive city-wide frame for additional 
climate policy-making. The city has its own municipal utilities 
which, together with the municipal utilities of the neighboring 
city of Soest, also provide energy services. In 2013, a thermal 
aerial mapping of the city’s built environment was done to help 
homeowners identify heat leaks on roofs that can be remedied 
through better insulation. In 2017, the thermal imaging project 
was resumed as a “multicopter imaging project” in collaboration 
with the consumer agency NRW. Solar and a geothermal potential 
cadasters for Hochsauerland County allow home owners to assess 
the potential benefits of roof top solar panels and shallow ground 
geothermal heat. Arnsberg is nationally known for its wetlands 
restauration along rivers. In 2016, Arnsberg received a European 
Energy Award for its successful energy and climate protection 
measures. In 2016, as one of the first cities in Germany, the 
city council committed itself to the “Sustainable Development 
Goals” of the United Nations´ Agenda 2030. In 2018, the city 
council passed an ambitious new sustainability strategy. One of 
the main objectives is to make Arnsberg sustainable, resilient and 
carbon neutral by 2050.

Iserlohn
Iserlohn has 94,000 inhabitants. It is a medium-sized center 
on the eastern edge of the Ruhr area. Geographically, the 
city is located in southwestern Westphalia and the densely 
wooded Sauerland, and covers an area of about 48 square 
miles. Iserlohn has a high share of manufacturing, including 
metal processing, pharmaceutical and chemical production, 
and waste management plants. It is home to two universities. 

The city-owned municipal utilities supply a large part of the 
city center with district heating through a waste incinerator 
(MHKW). In 2012, the city, together with many local partners, 
drew up a climate protection master plan that is currently being 
implemented. Its power-to-heat effort won a NRW state power-
to-heat model community award. Iserlohn also was awarded 
the European Energy Award in Gold. To expand cogeneration 
is seen as an important aspect to advancing climate protection 
measures. Another focus is electro-mobility. Iserlohn participates 
in “Emobility Works,” a Europe-wide project that mobilized 
a large network of partners and developed an action plan 
for electro-mobility. An innovative charging infrastructure 
system has created 17 charging points on public land. The city 
considers expanding renewable energy generation, in particular 
photovoltaics, key to ensuring that electricity at the charging 
stations be CO2-neutral. The city council is providing an online 
solar potential cadaster of rooftops to help individuals assess the 
feasibility of solar energy on their rooftops. The municipal utility 
evaluates each city-owned property regarding its solar potential. 
So far, 11 MW of solar energy have been installed. The next phase 
is to combine all renewable energy generation plants across 
Iserlohn into a virtual power plant. A Climate Change Adaptation 
Concept is currently being developed, outlining scenarios for the 
impact of climate change on the city and precautionary measures 
that will be needed. The city is also implementing a new project 
in cooperation with local companies to promote biodiversity on 
company premises.

Lüdenscheid
The City of Lüdenscheid (pop. 75,000) is an economic and 
cultural center for the South Westphalia region. Luedenscheid 
is the largest city in Märkischer Kreis district. Its location along 
an interstate allows fast connections to all major cities on the 
Rhine and Ruhr rivers and to the Frankfurt area. The airports in 
Dortmund, Düsseldorf, Cologne and Frankfkurt are within easy 
reach. The city features a historic circular town center and a large 
number of cultural institutions and organizations, among them 
the science center Phänomenta, the toy car SIKU//WIKING 
Model World with over 3,500 models, the Municipal Gallery and 
the Municipal Music School. 44 daycare facilities for children, 
12 primary schools, one secondary modern school, two junior 
high schools, three grammar schools, one comprehensive school 
as well as two schools for children with special needs provide 
good facilities in the education sector. The University of Applied 
Sciences South Westphalia has a campus in Lüdenscheid. 
Together with the Institute for Plastics Technology (KIMW), 
the German Institute for Applied Light Technology (DIAL), the 
Institute for Forming Technology (IFU) as well as Institute for 
Tooldesign and Construction, it is part of Lüdenscheid’s growing 
technology focused education and knowledge center. There is 
also a Development and Founders Center (EGC) dedicated to 
developing new technologies, technology transfer and startups. 
The city’s architecture is becoming increasingly modern. Its 
new landmark, created with the expansion of the Phänomenta 
Science Center, is a 225 foot tall tower with a Foucault pendulum 
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that is intriguingly illuminated thanks to an artistic lighting 
concept. Lüdenscheid is a modern industrial town surrounded 
by nature: expansive forests, hills, lakes. The first documentation 
of Lüdenscheid as a settlement was in 1067. In the 15th and 
16th centuries Lüdenscheid was a member of the Hanseatic 
League. The city’s small and medium-sized business economy is 
governed by the manufacturing sector. The focus is on electrical 
engineering, metal working (including iron and sheet metal), 
mechanical engineering and plastics processing. The light 
and luminaire industry in Lüdenscheid has a good reputation 
internationally. The preoccupation with the medium of light 
is strongly reflected in urban planning and art, education and 
pedagogy and also in research and industry. 

The City of Lüdenscheid has been working on climate protection 
since the early 1990s and is a member of the Climate Alliance. In 
2011, the city council passed its first climate protection strategic 
plan. The goal is to reduce per capita greenhouse gas emissions 
by 50% by 2030 (over 1990 levels). The city’s strategy is to lead 
by example by improving the energy efficiency of municipal 
building stock, adding municipal renewable energy generation, 
and pursuing a comprehensive approach. The city joined the 
Climate-Smart Municipalities project in 2018 and is paired for 
the project with the City of White Bear Lake.

Münster 
Münster is an independent city in the northern part of North 
Rhine-Westphalia and capital of the local government region 
Münsterland. The city has a population of nearly 310,000, 
almost 20% of whom are students, and covers an area of 
about 302km². With a strong economy, Münster is the largest 
source of employment in the area. Münster is recognized as an 
outstanding place to learn, work and live and was issued various 
awards including Europe’s finest park (Aasee) in 2009 and 
Bicycle Capital of Germany (re-awarded each year since 2009). 
Münster is one of the most active cities in Germany in regards to 
climate protection. It was named “Germany’s Capital for Climate 
Protection” first in 1997 and again in 2006. 

In the future, the city of Münster seeks to continue being a 
leader: in 2008 the city passed ambitious climate goals resolving 
to reduce CO² emissions by 40% by 2020 (based on 1990 levels) 
and to cover 20% of the city’s energy load through renewable 
energy. A specific set of actions was formulated as part of the 
city’s climate protection plan “Klimaschutzplan 2020.” In 2015, 
the Münsterland region became the first to win EEA designation 
as an Energy & Climate Protection Region. In 2017, Münster 
passed its “Masterplan 100% Klimaschutz,” extending its goals 
to 50% energy reduction and 95% reduction of greenhouse 
gas emissions by 2050. With the 2018 European Energy Award, 
Münster has met gold recognition for 5 continuous cycles. 

How will Münster achieve its ambitious climate protection 
goals? Climate protection is a matter that affects every citizen, 
whether at home, at work, or in a management role. Everyone 
can do their part to improve the city’s quality of life, e.g through 
involvement in the project “Bürgerpakt“ (citizens‘ compact) or 
the project “Alliance for Climate Protection“, which supports 
NRW technical exchange partner municipalities, businesses, 
institutions, associations and nonprofits that pursue energy 
efficiency projects. The refurbishment of existing building stock 
presents large opportunities for saving energy. The program has 
been financially supported by the municipality since 1997. 

In order to further develop the role of municipalities and 
opportunities to foster sustainable economic development, the 
state-wide working group Agenda 21 NRW e.V. is engaged in the 
pilot project “Global Sustainable Municipality.“ The project is 
supported by the state of North Rhine-Westphalia and Germany’s 
Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development 
(BMZ). It provides hands-on support and consulting services to 
select municipalities in North Rhine-Westphalia as they develop 
municipal sustainable development strategies with citizen 
participation in the context of the Sustainable Development 
Goals. The city of Münster is one of 15 participating partners. 
In fall 2017, the project resulted in a resolution on municipal 
sustainability strategies and in 2018 was further developed into 
specific city objectives. Currently, these objectives are being 
linked to individual activities that will be implemented soon.



 

Saerbeck
The climate-smart municipality “Klimakommune Saerbeck” has a 
population of 7,200 and is located in the heart of the Münsterland 
area in North Rhine-Westphalia. It has been pursuing climate 
protection measures and the energy transition (Energiewende) 
for ten years. The municipality today generates more electricity 
from wind, solar, and biomass than it needs (450% in 2018). The 
goal is to reach CO2 neutrality by 2030. Saerbeck’s Bioenergy 
Park, its transparent heating center, and an energy experience 
trail draw visitors from around the globe. Saerbeck’s citizens 
support the “Saerbeck Way” through financial and non-financial 
engagement. Education initiatives such as the Saerbeck Energy 
Worlds—BioEnergy Park Classroom (Saerbecker Energiewelten) 
transfer the ideas to a young generation. The municipality has 
received many awards for its engagement, including Germany’s 
sustainability award “Deutscher Nachhaltigkeitspreis.” When the 
community received the designation “NRW Klimakommune der 
Zukunft” (NRW Climate-Smart Municipality for the Future) in 
2009, it gave an important boost to the efforts. In 2018, Saerbeck 
celebrated the tenth anniversary of its decision to fully embrace 
renewable energy and sustainability. Current work includes 
research on battery storage in collaboration with FH Muenster 
Applied University and research on electro- and hydrogen-
mobility.

Siegen
The city of Siegen is located on the Sieg River. It is the economic 
and cultural center of Siegerland area in the three-state border 
region between North Rhine-Westphalia, Hesse, and Rhineland-

Palatinate. Siegen has a population of 100,257. Its 44 square 
miles area features a diverse topography with a valley area that 
has been a home for steel and metal manufacturing industries 
and hillsides with large forests (51% forested area with 900 foot 
differences in elevation). The city’s economic history was shaped 
by ore mining and production far into the 20th century. Today 
the city is a university research and education center with close 
to 18,500 students. 

Siegen has been involved with climate protection since the 1990s 
when it joined the Climate Alliance and created the first munici-
pal climate protection program. When the city’s program was 
re-endorsed in 2009, climate protection and energy efficiency ac-
tivities were made a formal part of the administrative structure 
and appropriate subject matter specialists were hired. In order 
to reach energy efficiency and quality goals, a 20-year old energy 
controlling program has been expanded to cover all city ad-
ministrative departments. In 2011, the nonprofit Energieverein 
Siegen-Wittgenstein e.V. was founded as a partnership between 
the public administration and business.  It provides information 
and consulting services on energy and climate protection to the 
public and has dedicated space and experts. Siegen has created 
a strong foundation for additional work on climate protection 
and climate adaptation: two European Energy Awards (2010 
and 2014), several studies and plans regarding climate adapta-
tion (2016 and 2017) and an overarching master plan (2016). In 
2015, the City of Siegen won the 2015 German Climate Protec-
tion Award (Deutscher Klimaschutzpreis 2015) for its network-
ing with the Energieverein.   

Rochester Mayor Kim Norton 
welcomes the climate partnership 
with the City of Münster 
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Duluth
Duluth is a seaport city in Minnesota and the county seat of 
Saint Louis County. Duluth has a population of 86,110 and is 
the second-largest city on Lake Superior’s shores. Situated at 
the westernmost point of the Great Lakes on the north shore 
of Lake Superior, Duluth is accessible to oceangoing vessels from 
the Atlantic Ocean 2,300 miles (3,700 km) away via the Great 
Lakes Waterway and the Saint Lawrence Seaway. Lake Superior is 
the world’s largest freshwater lake by surface area. Duluth forms 
a metropolitan area with Superior, Wisconsin, called the Twin 
Ports. The cities share the Duluth–Superior Harbor and together 
are the Great Lakes’ largest port transporting coal, iron ore 
(taconite), and grain. Duluth is also a regional hub for education 
and health care, serving a large segment of northeastern 
Minnesota and northwestern Wisconsin. It is a tourist destination 
for the Midwest. The city is named after Daniel Greysolon, Sieur 
du Lhut, the first known European explorer of the area. 

In 2016, Mayor Emily Larson announced to City of Duluth 
residents, business and the State as a whole, that Duluth will 
implement an energy reduction plan to revitalize the City’s 
energy fund and invest in excess of $1,000,000 over ten years. In 
2016, $500,000 were invested in upgrading different city lighting 
systems to reduce utility costs by more than $100,000 annually. 
The savings are being returned to the energy fund in full for five 
years and reinvested in additional measures. The reinvestment 
dollars accompanied by rebates from local utilities allow the city 
to dive into deep energy retrofits creating additional savings while 
resetting many building system life cycles. This total investment 
forms the cornerstone of the corporate municipality’s efforts to 
craft a comprehensive strategy and plan for reducing its carbon 
footprint over the next 30 years. Through the development of 
a comprehensive capital plan and implementation strategy 
and by engaging with local, state and international partners, 
the City hopes to become a leader in sustainable municipal 
operations and to serve as an example. As a result of the Climate-
Smart Municipalities exchange, the City has partnered with the 
University of Siegen and the University of Minnesota-Duluth on 
an intern exchange with Germany.

Elk River

Elk River is located about 35 miles northwest of the Twin Cities of 
Minneapolis and St. Paul. The city has a population of 24,000 over 
44 square miles. Location and an affinity for nature have played a 
significant role in the growth of this business-friendly community. 
As a commuter community, city officials have sought out green 
industries to grow the local workforce and created a Green 
Transportation Plan for city fleet vehicles, bike and pedestrian 
infrastructure, and Complete Streets plans addressing boulevard 
trees, ADA, and other livability aspects. Elk River was designated 
“Energy City” by the State of Minnesota to serve as a focal point 
for renewable and efficient energy demonstration, education, 
and development. Some of the goals to achieve on the way to 
a Climate Smart Municipality are outlined in the Energy City 

10-year Action Plan, which identifies and promotes renewable 
energy resources. High priority action tasks include: 

1. Explore and promote environmentally sustainable mobility 	
initiatives  
2. Improve and grow educational Energy City outreach for 
sustainability efforts  
3. Achieve 15% above State/Federal mandates of renewable 
energy city-wide by 2024

Inspired by the Climate-Smart Municipalities project, Elk River 
has partnered with the municipal utility to install three public 
charging stations and to increase education and outreach within 
the community. In 2017, Elk River hosted Jonas Schulz from 
Muenster Applied University, Germany, as an intern to expand 
and advance the city’s environmental education program.

Morris

Morris has a population of 5,400. It is the county seat of 
Stevens County. The City Council in Morris recently adopted a 
Sustainability Strategic Plan, setting goals in the area of energy, 
transportation, waste and education. 

The community is surrounded by some of the richest agricultural 
lands in the country and agribusiness is a major contributor to the 
local economy. The town is home to the University of Minnesota, 
Morris (UMM) and U of M West Central Research and Outreach 
Center—which are part of the University of Minnesota system. 
The campus has a student population of about 1,550 and is 
routinely ranked as a “Top 10 Public Liberal Arts College” by U.S. 
News and World Report and one of “America’s Top Colleges” by 
Forbes. The United States Department of Agriculture’s North 
Central Soil Conservation Research Lab is located on the edge of 
Morris with research plats throughout the area. Headquartered 
in Morris, Riverview, LLP is the largest dairy-milking operation 
in Minnesota and one of the largest in the United States. Also 
headquartered in Morris is Superior Industries, North America’s 
only combination manufacturer of conveyor systems and related 
accessories. The company also manufactures storage tanks and 
products for the fuel and oil industries and concrete products 
for the road building industries. They employ over 1900 people. 
Denco II, LLC is an ethanol production plant located in Morris. 
They produce 95 million liters (25 million gallons) of corn 
ethanol annually with corn grown in the Morris area. Other large 
economic contributors include manufacturing, education and 
healthcare industries. 

Electricity is provided to Morris by the local investor-owned 
utility Ottertail Power Company. In and around the Morris area, 
you can visit two 1.65 MW wind turbines, biomass gasification, 
solar PV systems and solar farms, solar thermal systems, 
anaerobic digestion, green buildings and more. Recently a $30 
million biogasification plant was approved. 70% of the annual 
electricity used on the UMM campus is provided by wind. In 
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2015, Morris signed a Climate Protection Partnership Agreement 
with Saerbeck, Germany. Ottertail Power recently completed 
most of the work to convert all the street lights in Morris to LED. 
The robotics team at the Morris Area High School fundraised 
and put up a solar PV system on the school grounds. In 2017, 
the city of Morris was awarded the Minnesota Clean Energy 
Community Award.

Rochester
Rochester has a population of 116,000 and is the county seat of 
Olmsted County.  It lies in the southeastern corner of Minnesota 
and is the third-largest city in Minnesota.  Rochester has received 
a number of awards and is continually recognized by Money 
Magazine as one of the best places to live in the United States. 
In the 2018 Community Survey, 96% rate the quality of life in 
Rochester as excellent or good and 87% believe Rochester is 
headed in the right direction. The city lies alongside the south 
fork of the Zumbro River and encompasses approximately 56 
square mile area. It has more than 3,500 acres of park land and 
more than 110 miles of paved trails.

Rochester enjoys a strong economy with health care as a 
leading industry. Median household income exceeds state and 
national median income, at $70,078. The Mayo Clinic is a global 
destination for medical care and has been ranked number 1 in 
the world. The Clinic has a strong presence in the downtown and 
contributes to a dense urban core.

The City of Rochester recently updated its Comprehensive 
Plan: Planning 2 Succeed. It is intended to guide the city’s 
growth through 2040. Fueled by Destination Medical Center 
(DMC), growth projections for the City of Rochester include 
approximately 30,000 new jobs, 50,000 more residents, and 23,000 
more housing units by 2040. The comprehensive plan includes a 
land use plan that lays out desired timing, location, design, and 
density for future development, redevelopment, or preservation. 

It also includes plans for public or community facilities, parks 
and open spaces, housing, natural resources, transportation, 
and infrastructure. Land development ordinances along with 
transportation planning have a direct impact on community 
energy use and it will be beneficial to learn how German 
cities manage their land use along with developing efficient 
transportation systems to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions.

The City has developed an Energy Action Plan to reduce energy 
consumption and GHG emissions and is working with a part- 
time energy and sustainability director and in July hired an 
additional sustainability coordinator to improve efficiency in 
public buildings and build out a comprehensive sustainability 
program. The City, through its municipal utility, also has 
developed a Community Solar Program, offering residents the 
ability to purchase the output from a large utility grade solar 
garden and offset their residential use with solar energy. In 2017, 
210 residents subscribed to 861 panels. The City is committed to 
the Minnesota Next Generation Energy Act of 2007 and its goals 
of reducing annual energy use by 1.5%, expanding renewable 
energy to 25% by 2025, and reducing state-wide GHG emissions 
by minus 30% by 2025 and minus 80% by 2050. Rochester was 
awarded LEED Gold certification in 2018 and is currently working 
towards a Platinum designation.

Warren
Warren is a small rural community of 1,586 residents located 
in the upper northwest corner of Minnesota, on the edge of 
the Red River Valley in a predominantly agricultural region. 
The main crops are wheat, sugar beets, and soybeans. A large 
portion of the residents in Warren commute to work to one 
of three regional centers about 30 miles away. Warren is seeing  
young families moving to the community for a smaller school 



district. The city has adapted to this demographic change by 
incorporating pedestrian paths and focusing on recreational 
offerings. For climate protection measures, Warren has made an 
effort to install LED street lights with new street projects. Warren 
encourages residents to install LED light bulbs and participates 
in a rebate program. There have also been a number of projects 
in which insulation was boosted in buildings to cut natural gas 
usage for heating. Currently, a recreational center is being built 
that will also be a Renewable Energy Education Module. The 
city of Warren is pursuing financing to install PV panels on the 
facility. The city of Warren is a Step 3 GreenStep City. The city 
continues to strive to become more climate conscious in its 
everyday delivery of services to residents. In 2017, Warren City 
Hall removed all plastic and styrofoam from the building to 
become a role model for other entities to reduce waste. Inspired 
by their Climate-Smart Municipalities partners in Arnsberg, the 
City of Warren is currently completing a project that uses drone 
technology to produce infrared scans of all the buildings in the 
city to assist residents in reducing their energy consumption. 
Coupled with this project is an effort to develop a finance 
program that will help residents complete energy saving projects 
in their homes using the anticipated energy savings. The city of 
Warren received a 2018 Clean Energy Community Award for its 
planning efforts.

White Bear Lake

The City of White Bear Lake, population just over 25,000, is one 
of the oldest and most quaint suburbs in the Minneapolis/St. 
Paul area. Permanent settlement of White Bear Lake began in the 
1840’s and the City was incorporated in 1881. The City is known 
for its historic downtown and its many community festivals 
including Manitou Days, Marketfest, sailing regattas, bicycle 
and running races, and other special events held throughout the 
year. Its vibrant Arts District includes the regionally renowned 

White Bear Lake Center for the Arts and the Hanifl Performing 
Arts Center.  White Bear Lake is also home to Century College, 
Minnesota’s largest 2-year community college. The City proudly 
embraces its tradition of offering residents and visitors a full range 
of municipal services, housing, educational and employment 
opportunities, along with beautiful lakes, parks and recreational 
facilities. 

Through implementation of LED lighting in public buildings 
and in the downtown, significant energy savings have been 
realized.  The City is exploring options for solar panels on its 
municipal buildings, planning for placement of electric vehicle 
charging stations throughout the community, and developing a 
plan for procurement of electric vehicles for its municipal fleet.  
Through its partnerships with the School District and White 
Bear Lake Area Chamber of Commerce, planning for an electric 
autonomous vehicle pilot project is also underway; this would be 
the first of its kind in Minnesota.

As a participant in the Climate Smart Municipalities program, 
the City has partnered with the German City of Lüdenscheid 
and the University of Applied Sciences in Münster to create 
an intern exchange program to assist with the implementation 
of the above-mentioned initiatives, and more.  Inspired by the 
City of Saerbeck, Mayor Emerson formed a steering committee 
that includes representatives from the business and non-profit 
sectors. It will accelerate community-wide progress toward a 
cleaner and more efficient energy footprint.

Members of the 2019 CSM Student 
Delegation to NRW share their insights at 
a dinner discussion with MN leaders 



AGENDA

Saturday, September 21, 2019 – Arrival Day

individual arrivals of MN delegation members in Düsseldorf
take regional train from DUS airport to Münster (1.5 hours north); take cab to hotel

Mövenpick Hotel Münster
Kardinal-von-Galen-Ring 65, 48149 Münster
Phone: +49-251-89020

5:25 PM		  meet Sabine Engel in hotel lobby to walk to restaurant Kruse Baimken (weather permitting group will be seated 		
		  in beer garden)

6:00 PM 		 group dinner at Kruse Baimken (Am Stadtgraben 52, 48143 Münster. Phone: +49 251 46387). Bring cash to cover 		
		  any alcoholic beverages. Guests: Thomas Werner, Elke Wirtz, Sven Gotthal.

Sunday, September 22, 2019 – Cultural Day: Münster

Day’s Host: 	 City of Münster
		  Elke Wirtz, Office for International Affairs, Europe, and City Partnerships, City of Münster 
		  (contact: Elke Wirtz cell phone: +49-152-33523636)

10:30 AM	 meet and greet Münster hosts in hotel lobby: Elke Wirtz, Thomas Werner, Anne Kosmeyer
11:00 AM	 bike ride to Rieselfelder biostation Münster at site of former leach fields (approx. 5 mi); one group takes cab

12:00 PM		 group lunch at restaurant Heidekrug (Coermühle 100, 48157 Münster. Phone: +49-251-1620444)

2:15 PM		  guided tour of Rieselfelder – one of Europe’s largest nature preserves for migratory birds and water fowl

4:30 PM		  bike ride back to Münster; one group takes cab
 
5:30-8:15		 open for individual activities; dinner on your own (keep your bike or return to hotel)

8:30-9:30		 guided city “night watchman” walking tour. Guide will wear historic outfit. Meet at 7:55 at city hall.

Historisches Rathaus
Prinzipalmarkt 10
48143 Münster

Monday, September 23, 2019 –CSM International Partners Workshop on Community 
Renewable Energy 

Day’s Hosts: 	 Wilfried Roos, mayor, City of Saerbeck
		  Guido Wallraven, technical director, City of Saerbeck (phone: +49-171-9345568)

7:00 AM		  breakfast in hotel restaurant
7:30 AM		  check-out of hotel; load your bags on coach bus (Theo’s Reisen GmbH. Phone: 	+49-2501-92955-5.  
		  Driver: Herr Werner, cell phone +49-151-5506 8619)
7:45 AM		  coach bus departs (w/ all baggage) to Saerbeck

Bioenergie Park Saerbeck
Riesenbecker Strasse 54
48369 Saerbeck

8:30-10:15 AM	 tour of Bioenergy Park Saerbeck, Pt. 1: 
		  Enerprax Storage Project
		  Dr. Christof Wetter, professor, FH Münster University of Applied Sciences



10:20 AM	 board bus for transfer to fire station

Freiwillige Feuerwehr Saerbeck
Hahnstrasse 10
48369 Saerbeck

10:30-5:00 PM	 CSM International Partners Workshop on Community Renewable Energy
		   
		  facilitators:
		  Dr. Christof Wetter, professor of environmental technology, faculty of energy, facilities management and 		
		  environmental engineering, FH Münster University of Applied Sciences
		  Bryan Herrmann, vice-chancellor, University of Minnesota Morris

		  10:30-11:00 AM	 TechTalk 1: Community Renewables Projects
				    Romy Simke, EnergyAgency.NRW

		  11:00-12:30 PM	 group work

		  12:30 PM		 light lunch (soup and vegetarian)

		  1:00 PM		  walk to Saertex (across the street)
				    “3 MW PV Array on Business Facililities: Saertex Energy Supply Strategy”
				    Dietmar Möcke, chief technology officer, Saertex Group

		  2:00 PM		  TechTalk 2: Solar PV on Private and Public Roofs
				    Thomas Seltmann, Verbraucherzentrale NRW consumer organization
				  
		  3:00-4:30	PM	 group work

		  4:30-5:00	PM	 short debrief: individual take-aways from the day

5:00 PM		  Elk River, Warrren, White Bear Lake groups depart to partner cities

5:00 PM		  all others board bus Theo’s Reisen GmbH (Driver: Herr Staples, cell phone +49-151-5506 8612) 
		  Duluth and Rochester pick up bags at Stegemann and use public transit bus S50 (to Münster main station) 
 
		  Münster hotel for Rochester and Duluth group: 
		  Hotel Conti, Berliner Platz 2, 48143 Münster. Tel.: +49-251-8469280

		  Saerbeck hotel for Morris and MN state agencies and legislators group:
		  Hotel Stegemann, Westladbergen 71, 48369 Saerbeck. Tel.: +49-2574-9290

		  6:20 PM		  MN group staying in Saerbeck meets in hotel lobby to board coach bus
		  6:30 PM		  bus departs for Busbahnhof Saerbeck, Lindenstrasse
		  6:45-7:15		 guided walking tour of central Saerbeck with Mayor Roos
		
		  7:30-9:15		 informal group dinner and networking with locals at local restaurant, Markt 23
		  9:30 PM (sharp)	 bus departs for transfer back to Hotel Stegemann

		  Tuesday, September 24, 2019 – Individual City Programs Day 1:
		  Delegation members in partner cities work on their specific joint city projects
		  Duluth in Siegen
		  Elk River in Iserlohn
		  Rochester in Münster
		  Warren in Arnsberg
		  White Bear Lake in Lüdenscheid
		

		



Wednesday, September 25, 2019 – Individual City Programs Day 2:
		  Delegation members in partner cities work on their specific joint city projects
		  Duluth in Siegen
		  Elk River in Iserlohn
		  Morris in Saerbeck
		  Rochester in Münster
		  Warren in Arnsberg
		  White Bear Lake in Lüdenscheid

2:00-9:00 PM  	 afternoon and evening program in Lüdenscheid with Duluth, Elk River, Warren, and WBL delegations 

		  Thursday, September 26, 2019 – Individual City Programs Day 3
		  Duluth in Siegen
		  Elk River in Iserlohn
		  Morris in Saerbeck
		  Rochester in Münster
		  Warren in Arnsberg
		  White Bear Lake in Lüdenscheid

Tuesday, September 24, 2019 – Saerbeck focus with MN Commissioner Roberts-Davis:  
Rural Economic Value Generation and R&D

Day’s Hosts: 	 Wilfried Roos, mayor, City of Saerbeck
		  Guido Wallraven, technical director, City of Saerbeck [phone: +40-171-9345568]

MN Delegation members in Saerbeck:
		  Commissioner Alice Roberts-Davis, MN Department of Administration
		  Senator Scott Newman, chair, Senate Transportation Committee
		  Senator Julie Rosen, chair, Senate Finance Committee
		  Senator David Senjem, chair, Senate Infrastructure Investment Committee

		  Erin Campbell, assistant commissioner, MN Department of Administration
		  Michelle Gransee, director, State Energy Office, MN Department of Commerce
		  Peder Kjeseth, director of government relations, MN Department of Agriculture
		  Craig McDonnell, assistant commissioner, Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
		  Will Seuffert, executive director, MN Environmental Quality Board

		  Anthony Ekren, environmental manager, Riverview LLP
		  Dr. Sabine Engel, director, International Energy Partnerships, Institute on the Environment, U of MN
		  Greg Fynboh, crop farmer, Morris, Minnesota
		  Blaine Hill, city manager, City of Morris
		  Dr. Cathy Jordan, associate director for leadership & education, Institute on the Environment, U of MN			
		  Mike Odello, school board member, Morris Area Schools
		  John Simonsen, director of real estate, Affinity Plus Credit Union
		  Steve Schoeneck, vice-president for customer service, Otter Tail Power Company 
		  Dr. Eric Singsaas, director of the materials and bio-economy research group, Natural Resources Research 		
		  Institute (NRRI), U of MN
		  Ann Singsaas, guest
		  Ken Smith, CEO and president, Ever-Green Energy

7:45 AM		  group meets in hotel lobby
7:45 AM		  Senator Senjem and John Simonsen walk to bus stop; take public transit bus to Münster. Bus departs at 7:59 sharp.	
	  
8:00 AM		  coach bus departs for Bio-Energy Park (Theo’s Reisen GmbH. Driver: Herr Hendel, cell phone +49-151-5506 8612)
		  Bioenergie Park Saerbeck, Riesenbecker Strasse 54, 48369 Saerbeck

8:30 AM		  Saerbeck Insights: Organic Waste to Energy and Fertilizer—composting plant site visit
		  Beatrice Daal, public relations officer, county organic waste management company Entsorgungsgesellschaft 	
		  Steinfurt 	GmbH (EGST)



9:30-10:15 AM	 The Role of Farmers in the Energy Transition: Biogas as Business Model for Farmers
		  Manni Stallfort, commercial farmer from Saerbeck

group moves to ASL education center
10:30-11:30AM	 Wind Energy: How to Bring in the Farmers!
		  Clemens Wernsmann, CEO, Bürgerwindpark Sinningen (citizens wind farm cooperative) 

11:30-12:30 PM	 Wind Energy: How to Bring in the Municipality!
		  Guido Attermeier, chief financial officer, City of Saerbeck

12:30 PM		 light lunch at Luncherie cafeteria

1:00-3:00	PM	 R&D and Start-ups in AG Industry Showcase		
		
			   A. Anhydrous Ammonia – joint WROC-FH Muenster research project
			   Dr. Christof Wetter, professor of environmental technology, FH Münster University of Applied 	
			   Sciences
			   Mike Reese, director of renewable energy, West Central Research and Outreach Center, U of M (joins 	
			   by Skype)
		
			   B. “Mest op Maat” - Approaches for the Utilization of Liquid Manure and Fermentation Residues
			   Dr. Christof Wetter
		
			   C. From Woody Biomass to Cellulosic Ethanol
			   Dr. Eric Singsaas, Attis Innovations
			 
			   D. Precision Farming: Early Detection of Plant Diseases
			   Tobias Kreklow, HAIP
		
			   E. Smart Livestock Farming & Pig Counting
			   Manuel Sprehe, corvitac

3:00 PM		  break

3:15-3:45	PM	 Economic and Ecologic Challenges for Agriculture in Germany/Westphalia/Saerbeck 
		  Andreas Puckert, Saerbeck hog farmer

3:45 PM		  good-byes

4:00 PM		  coach bus with state delegation members departs for Düsseldorf hotel (arrival at 6:30 PM). Morris delegation 	
		  continues with city partners program in Saerbeck

Crowne Plaza Düsseldorf-Neuss
Rheinallee 1, 41460 Neuss
Phone: +49-2131-7700
		
		  evening for Neuss hotel group open for individual activities

Wednesday, September 25, 2019 – Sustainability and Climate Strategies in State Government, 
the Private Sector, and NRW Cities

7:45 AM		  meet in hotel lobby to take public transit to NRW Ministry of Environment, Agriculture, Nature and Consumer 	
		  Protection (MULNV). 
		  [contact: Editha Bongartz, international relations and networks, MULNV. Phone: +49-211-4566-716]

Ministerium für Umwelt, Landwirtschaft, Natur- und Verbraucherschutz
des Landes Nordrhein-Westfalen, Schwannstrasse 3, 40476 Düsseldorf

8:30-8:45 AM	 welcome & introductions



		  Michael Hermanns, head, environmental reporting, environmental law, Europe and international relations, 		
		  MULNV
		  Commissioner Alice Roberts-Davis, MN Department of Administration

8:45-9:00 AM	 Sustainability
		  NRW’s Sustainability Strategy
		  Dr. Marc-Oliver Pahl, head, unit for sustainable development, coordination sustainable development strategy 		
		  NRW, environmental foresight, MULNV

9:00-9:10	AM	 Climate-Neutral NRW State Operations
		  Andrea Preiss, deputy head, department of energy efficiency, sustainable buildings and 				  
		  neighborhoods, net-zero state administration, NRW State Ministry of Economic Affairs, 				  
		  Innovation, Digitalization, Energy

9:10-9:25	AM	 Sustainable State Operations in Minnesota
		  Commissioner Alice Roberts-Davis, Minnesota Department of Administration

9:25-9:45	AM	 moderated discussion
		  moderator: Will Seuffert, executive director, MN Environmental Quality Board

9:45-10:00 AM	 Climate Adaptation in NRW
		  Viktor Haase, head, department of sustainable development, climate change, environmental industry, MULNV

10:00-10:15 AM	 Climate Adaptation in Minnesota
		  Craig McDonnell, assistant commissioner, Minnesota Pollution Control Agency

10:15-10:35 AM	 moderated discussion
		  moderator: Will Seuffert

10:35-10:45 AM	 Biodiversity
		  Dr. Ernst-Friedrich Kiel, head, department of biodiversity and habitat protection, MULNV

10:45-11:00 AM	 Q&A
		  moderator: Will Seuffert

11:00-11:15 AM	 Biofuels in Minnesota
		  Peder Kjeseth, director of government relations, MN Department of Agriculture

11:15-11:30 AM	 Bioethanol in NRW and Germany
		  Martin Hannen, head, department of crop production, horticulture, animal husbandry, agricultural engineering, 	
		  MULNV

11:30-11:45 AM	 Q&A
		  moderator: Will Seuffert

11:50 AM	 goodbyes

11:55 AM	 delegation picks up bagged sandwich (lunch on the bus) and boards coach bus (Brings Reisen GmbH. Phone: 		
		  +49-02154-5379)

12:00 PM (sharp)	 coach bus departs for Lüdenscheid (contact: Hannes Badziura, City of Lüdenscheid.  
		  Phone: +49-171-7610959) 

Busch Jaeger Company
Freisenbergstrasse 2
58513 Lüdenscheid 
(Phone: +49-2351-9560)

1:45 PM 		 arrival in Lüdenscheid; join CSM partners from Arnsberg/Warren, Iserlohn/Elk River, Lüdenscheid/WBL, and 		
		  Siegen/Duluth



2:00-3:00	PM	 site visit Busch Jaeger
		  host: Adalbert Neumann, chairman of the board of management, Busch-Jaeger, on behalf of Busch-Jaeger
		  presentation: “Mission to Zero Project: Carbon Neutral and Energy Self-Sufficient Ecosystems for Industry, 		
		  Homes, and Cities”

3:15 PM		  coach bus departs for Kulturhaus Lüdenscheid

Kulturhaus Lüdenscheid 
Freiherr-vom-Stein-Strasse 9
58511 Lüdenscheid

3:30 PM		  Signing of Golden Book of City at Kulturhaus Lüdenscheid

4:00-6:00	PM	 CSM partners invited to attend City committee meeting (scheduled for Kulturhaus to make attending easy for 		
		  CSM delegation); alternatively, explore city or visit museum across the street

		  4:00-5:00 PM	 public meeting of joint committee for city planning and environment and construction and 		
				    transportation (Roter Saal room)  [simultaneous interpreting]

		  5:00-6:00 PM	 public meeting of committee for city planning and environment (Roter Saal 			 
				    room)  [simultaneous interpreting]

6:30-9:00 PM				    Networking Dinner with Regional Leaders

		  Hosts: 	 Hon. Dieter Dzewas, Mayor, City of Lüdenscheid and Angela Freimuth, MdL, and
			   vice president, NRW State Legislature	[s. page 18 for list of attendees]

			   6:30 PM 		 welcome remarks
					     Hon. Dieter Dzewas, Mayor, City of Lüdenscheid
					     Angela Freimuth, MdL, and vice president, NRW State Legislature
					     Commissioner Alice Roberts-Davis, MN Department of Administration
					     emcee: Dr. Sabine Engel, University of Minnesota
			 
			   7:05 PM   	 Dinner and first round of table conversations (“get to know your table neighbor 		
					     while you eat”)
			 
			   7:45 PM    	 Minnesota Snapshot: Sustainability and Climate Protection Are Key Issues for the 		
					     State of Minnesota: Where Are We Going?
					     Will Seuffert, executive director, MN Environmental Quality Board

			   8:00-8:10 PM        	 Fridays for Future: What FFF Is About and Why We Are Speaking Up
					     Leonard Ohle, high-school student at Bergstadt-Gymnasium- Lüdenscheid and co-		
					     founder of FFF Lüdenscheid

           			   8:10-8:15	PM	 2 questions from the audience for Leonard Ohle

			   8:15-8:35	PM	 second round of table conversations: How do we accelerate the transformation in 		
					     our thinking and actions? Reactions to the two snapshot presentations. 

			   8:35 PM		  reports from a couple of tables

			   8:50 PM		  personal take-aways
					     Leonard Ohle and Commissioner Alice Robert-Davis

			   9:00 PM		  goodbyes; end of event

9:10 PM		  outside Kulturhaus: intelligent and energy efficient lighting demonstration

9:15 (sharp)	 delegation boards coach bus for transfer back to Duesseldorf/Neuss group hotel (10:45 PM arrive at hotel)



Thursday, September 26, 2019 – Leading the Renewable Energy Transformation: Siemens, 
EnergyAgency.NRW & Fridays for Future

7:50 AM		  meet in hotel lobby to board coach bus (Brings Reisen GmbH. Phone: +49-02154-5379)

8:00 AM (sharp)	 bus departs to Siemens Steam Turbine Production and R&D in Mühlheim a.d.R. 

Siemens AG
Fertigungs- und Entwicklungsstandort Mülheim a. d. Ruhr
Rheinstrasse 100
45478 Mülheim an der Ruhr
Phone: +49-208-456-0 

9:20		  arrival at Siemens facilities; proceed to Building 91 (Customer Lounge)

9:30		  Welcome
		  Erhard Eder (Site Management)
		  Dr. Thomas Bagus (Management Steam Turbine Mülheim)

		  9:50-11:00 AM	 Tour of Siemens steam turbine production facility with Dr. Thomas Bagus, head of steam 		
				    turbines, Siemens

		  11:00-11:15 AM	 break

		  11:15-12:00 AM	 Exchange with the Energy Transition Technologies Team (ett) 
				    Dr. Thomas Thiemann, head, ett team [will discuss hydrogen technology]

12:15 PM		 bus transfer to EnergieAgentur.NRW (Brings Reisen GmbH)

EnergieAgentur.NRW
Rossstrasse 92, 40476 Düsseldorf
[contact: Michael Mueller. Phone: +49-211-86642-286] 

2:00-4:30 PM 	 EnergyAgency.NRW & Fridays for Future 

		  2:00 PM		  welcome & introduction to EnergyAgency.NRW
				    Dr. Michael Baumann, managing co-director, EnergyAgency.NRW 

		  2:30-3:30	PM	 Renewable Energy in North Rhine Westphalia—Current Status and Future
				    Magdalena Sprengel, EA.NRW and colleagues
				    moderator: Will Seuffert, executive director, MN Environmental Quality Board

		  3:30-4:30	PM	 Conversation with Fridays for Future representatives Leonard Ohle and Nathalie Diez 		
				    (Lüdenscheid)	
				    moderator: Will Seuffert

4:30 PM		  end of day’s program; return to hotel by public transit

Morris, Duluth, Elk River, Rochester, and WBL partners travel to Duesseldorf/Neuss by regional train; check into group hotel (Crowne 
Plaza Düsseldorf-Neuss, Rheinallee 1, 41460 Neuss.Phone: +49-2131-7700)

Friday, September 27, 2019 – Group Day 3: Transportation Innovation & The Energy 
Transformation Big Picture

8:00 AM		  meet in hotel lobby to take public transit to NRW Ministry of Environment, Agriculture, Nature and Consumer 		
		  Protection (MULNV). 
		  [contact: Editha Bongartz, international relations and networks, MULNV. Phone: +49-211-4566-716]



9:00-1:00		 Decarbonizing the Transportation Sector Workshop

 		  9:00-10:15 AM  	 Transportation Profiles and Needs in MN and in Cities
				    snapshots by state & CSM cities
				    moderator: Will Seuffert, executive director, MN EQB 
				    special guest: Fiona Evans, consul general, US Consulate Düsseldorf (will join for this session)
		
		  10:30-11:30 AM	 TechTalks: Innovation/Climate-Smart Mobility
				  
				    Municipal Utility Stadtwerke Münster, Eckhard Schläfke
				    Our Experience with E-Buses and Charging Stations

				    Stadt Monheim am Rhein, Nils Hauke
				    Self-driving Buses in Our City

				    Dr. Bernd Bartunek, University of Applied Sciences South Westphalia
				    retrofit kits/systems for existing vehicle fleet
				    concept of modular e-vehicles BEDS (Fa. Benteler, Paderborn)
				    fuel cell vehicles for municipal fleets 
		
		  11:30 AM	 break  

		  11:40-1:00 PM 	 Workshop - How do we pursue and advance transportation goals in our community and 		
				    states?

		  1:00-1:50  PM 	 lunch at MULNV cafeteria (bring cash to pay)

		  2:00-3:30	 PM	 “The Big Picture: It’s an Energy Revolution, Not a Transition”
				    Gerard Reid, Alexa Capital
		
		  3:30-4:00	PM	 day’s take-aways

4:00-6:00 PM	 open for individual activities

6:00-8:00	PM	 visit to NRW parliament to participate in Night at the Parliament Open House (program arranged by Angela 		
		  Freimuth for CSM Delegation)

NRW Landtag
Platz des Landtags 1
40221 Düsseldorf
Phone: +49-211- 8840

Saturday, September 28, 2019 – Debrief & Next Steps

Apollo Room, Crowne Plaza Düsseldorf-Neuss 

9:00 -12:00	 debrief and next steps planning

12:00 PM		 formal program ends

		  afternoon open for individual activities and individual departures

6:30 PM		  soccer match: Borussia Dortmund vs. Werder Bremen (see details from Carsten Peters)
		  Presentation: Sustainability in Sports



 Networking Dinner with Regional Leaders— 
a bi-national conversation on energy and climate leadership

Wednesday, September 25, 2019, 6:30-9:00 PM
Kulturhaus Lüdenscheid

Hosts: 	 Hon. Dieter Dzewas, Mayor, City of Lüdenscheid and Angela Freimuth, MdL, and vice president, NRW State Legislature

Thomas Armoneit, head 
of technical management, 
municipal utilities, City of 
Iserlohn

Hans-Jürgen Badziura, head, 
environmental protection 
and green space, City of 
Lüdenscheid

Ulrike Badziura, head, 
environmental and climate 
protection, City of Iserlohn

Jim Benning, director of public 
works and utilities, City of 
Duluth

Doug Biehn, city council 
member, City of White Bear 
Lake

Erik Birkeland, property and 
facilities manager, City of 
Duluth

Frank Boss (MdL), NRW-USA 
Parliamentarians Group (tbc)

Ralph Bombis (MdL), NRW-
USA Parliamentarians Group 
(tbc)

Kevin Bright, energy and 
sustainability director, 
Destination Medical Center 
EDA, Rochester

Charles Brooks, guest USA

Marianne Brooks, guest USA

Erin Campbell, assistant 
commissioner, MN Dept of 
Administration

Zach Carlton, planning 
manager, City of Elk River
Dieter Dzewas, Mayor, City of 
Lüdenscheid

Kirsten Eckhardt, mayor’s 
office, City of Arnsberg

Kevin Edberg, city council 
member, City of White Bear 
Lake

Jo Emerson, mayor, City of 
White Bear Lake

Dr. Sabine Engel, director of 
international partnerships, 
Institute on the Environment, 
University of Minnesota

Angela Freimuth, MdL, 
vice president, NRW State 
Legislature

Michelle Gransee, director 
of Minnesota’s State Energy 
Office, MN Department of 
Commerce

Markus Hacke, Sparkasse 
Lüdenscheid bank

Paul Hartmann, climate 
protection officer, City of 
Siegen

Dr. Antje Heider, member, 
urban planning and 
environment committee, City 
of Lüdenscheid

Mareile Hemmer, assistant, 
NRW-USA Parliamentarians 
Group (tbc)

Bill Hiniker, guest USA

Ellen Hiniker, city manager, 
City of White Bear Lake

Erin Hirschler, high school 
student, Fridays for Future

Alex Jackson, energy 
coordinator, City of Duluth

Dirk Jacobs, teacher, Zeppelin-
Gymnasium-Lüdenscheid 
secondary school

Petra Kensmann, interior 
designer, start.Design GmbH 

Ralph Kensmann, managing 
director and co-owner, start.
Design GmbH

Matthias Kerkhoff (MdL), 
NRW-USA Parliamentarians 
Group (tbc)

Peder Kjeseth, director of 
government relations, MN 
Department of Agriculture

Prof. Gerald Lange, technical 
university Südwestfalen at 
Lüdenscheid

Sandra Manss, member, 
urban planning and 
environment committee, City 
of Lüdenscheid

Craig McDonnell, assistant 
commissioner, MN Pollution 
Control Agency

Shannon Mortenson, city 
administrator/clerk-treasurer, 
City of Warren

Marcus Müller, City of 
Lüdenscheid

Michael Müller, Energy 
Agency.NRW
Franziska Müller-Rech (MdL), 
NRW-USA Parliamentarians 
Group (tbc)

Jens Nettekoven (MdL), NRW-
USA Parliamentarians Group 
(tbc)

Scott Newman, Minnesota 
State Senator

Leonard Ohle, high school 
student, Fridays for Future
Bernd Petelkau (MdL), NRW-
USA Parliamentarians Group 
(tbc)

Carsten Peters, Verbraucher-
zentrale NRW

Grant Peterson, deputy clerk, 
City of Warren

Dr. Monica Ramirez, 
academic dean for sciences, 
technology, engineering, 
mathematics, solar and 
renewable energies, 	
Century College
 
Kristina Reuber, department 
head, municipal waste 
management, transportation, 
and construction, City of 
Lüdenscheid

Commissioner Alice Roberts-
Davis, MN Department of 
Administration

Attendees:  



Julie Rosen, Minnesota State 
Senator

Rolf Rutzen, Lüdenscheid

Tatjana Schefers, marketing 
manager, City of Arnsberg

Siegfried Schulte, Schulte 
Elektrotechnik GmbH

Jan Schulte, Schulte 
Elektrotechnik GmbH

Markus Schumacher, 
Effizienzagentur.NRW

Max Schüssler, post-doc, 
University of Siegen

David Senjem, Minnesota 
State Senator

Will Seuffert, executive 
director, Environmental 
Quality Board

Ken Smith, president and 
CEO, District Energy St. Paul/
Ever-Green Energy

André Stinka (MdL), NRW-
USA Parliamentarians Group 
(tbc)

Marc Teichert, architect, 
Wilde-Kutzner-Teichert 
industry and commercial 
construction

Klaus Voussem (MdL), NRW-
USA Parliamentarians Group 
(tbc)

Sebastian Wagemeyer, 
principal, Zeppelin-
Gymnasium-Lüdenscheid 
secondary school

Steffen Waldminghaus, 
Schulte Elektrotechnik GmbH 
electrical engineering

Bianca Winkelmann (MdL), 
NRW-USA Parliamentarians 
Group (tbc)

Sebastian Witte, sustainable 
development/climate 
protection, City of Arnsberg

Michael Wülfrath, member, 
urban planning and 
environment committee, City 
of Lüdenscheid

A warm welcome in Luedenscheid 
at Jaeger-Busch



below: A panel of CSM student delegates to 
NRW share their insights from Germany with 
each others’ families and Minnesota leaders 

Jim Benning Doug Biehn Erik Birkeland Kevin Bright Erin Campbell

Biographies: MINNESOTA DELEGATION 

Jim Benning is the director of public works and utilities for the City of 
Duluth and is responsible for all aspects of the city’s street lights, roads, 
bridges, street maintenance, and municipal utilities. Public Works 
and Utilities is the largest department in the City of Duluth, with an 
annual budget over $90 million and 250 employees. The municipal 
utilities under his direction are: water, natural gas, sanitary sewer, 
storm sewer, and street lighting. Benning is also the representative 
for the City on the downtown district heating system. These utilities 
are some of the largest users of energy and can potentially see the 
most cost savings from new energy initiatives. Duluth’s gas utility 
is the largest municipally owned natural gas utility in the state, 
and 27th in the United States. His department is responsible for 
implementing various energy loan and grant programs for residential 
and commercial customers to promote natural gas conservation. Jim 
holds a B.S. degree in civil and environmental engineering from the 
University of Wisconsin, Madison.  He is also a registered professional 
engineer in the State of Minnesota.

Doug Biehn is a member of the White Bear Lake City Council. First 
elected to the City Council in 2009, he is currently in the 2nd year 
of his 3rd 4-year term. During his first 4-year term in 2010, Biehn 
was appointed by the City Council to be the city’s representative 
with the Ramsey County League of Local Governments (RCLLG). 
In 2014, Biehn was elected president of the RCLLG for a one-year 
term. He continues to serve as White Bear Lake’s appointed RCLLG 
representative to this day. Biehn has had a long career in government 
service. Biehn’s professional career started with the Ramsey County 
Sheriff’s Office where he was hired as a deputy in 1978 and worked 
until his retirement as a commander in 2007. At the Sheriff’s 
Office, Biehn performed many different roles to include emergency 
preparedness, and inter-agency / intra-discipline collaboration 
and cooperation working closely with numerous public safety/first 
responder agencies and disciplines in the Twin Cities Metropolitan 
Area. After retirement from the Sheriff’s Office, Biehn took a position 
as a business agent with Law Enforcement Labor Services where he 
continued to work closely with public safety personnel and their 
employing governmental agencies and officials in matters relating to 
the terms and conditions of employment. Biehn earned his B.A. from 
the University of Minnesota College of Liberal Arts and his A.A. from 
Lakewood Community College, White Bear Lake, Minnesota. 

Erik Birkeland is the property and facilities manager for the City of 
Duluth and responsible for the overall operation, maintenance, and 

capital improvement of 148 buildings comprising 1,200,000 square 
feet.  Additionally, he is responsible for all city property, including over 
12,000 acres of public park spaces and hundreds of parcels of non-park 
property. Property and facilities management is the primary driver 
of energy efficiency, conservation, and land resource management 
initiatives within the city organization. It has been charged with 
leading these sustainability efforts through implementing the Mayor’s 
energy plan and building the Environmental Advisory Council, which 
is made up of key stakeholders from the community and region. 
Since 2003, the City of Duluth has been actively investing in energy 
efficiency projects, and since 2013 it has been implementing an asset 
management system and streamlining its energy resource management 
capabilities to effectively track and manage its energy consumption 
while aligning its capital planning and maintenance activities with the 
latest advances in building science, energy conservation, practice, and 
technology. The City’s primary focus for the last few years has been 
on its own infrastructure and core community service deliverables. 
Prior to working for the City of Duluth, Birkeland spent five years as 
the business improvement manager and capital planning manager 
(respectively) for St. Louis County, and 10 years in the private 
sector leading preconstruction and organizational planning efforts 
in support of over 60 public school district construction projects 
throughout the State of Minnesota. He holds a master’s degree in 
education from the University of Minnesota, and an English degree 
from Concordia College in Moorhead, Minnesota.

Kevin Bright is the energy and sustainability director for the 
Destination Medical Center (DMC) Economic Development Agency. 
His main functions are to ensure the DMC development projects meet 
the energy and sustainability goals outlined in the DMC Development 
Plan, convene the Energy Integration Committee, a collection of 
energy-focused stakeholders to discuss and implement high-level 
energy goals for development, and advocate for sustainability, health, 
and wellness issues throughout the community. Previously, Bright 
worked in promoting energy efficiency and sustainability in higher 
education, specifically efforts at Colby College and Harvard University. 
At Colby, Bright supported all facets of sustainability including: 
occupant engagement programs, greenhouse gas accounting, 
third party certifications, new and existing building performance, 
renewable project development and demand management activities 
in the existing building stock. Prior to Colby, Bright worked as the 
assistant program manager of the Green Building Services program 
at Harvard University in Cambridge, Massachusetts. The program 
supported Harvard schools and units in efforts to design, build, and 
operate their buildings more sustainably. The Green Building Service 
staff also met with project teams to explain Harvard’s Green Building 



Standards, perform life-cycle cost analyses, facilitate green building 
trainings, conduct energy audits, commission new construction and 
commercial interior projects, and manage many of the University’s 
LEED green building certification efforts.  Kevin holds a M.A. in energy 
and environmental analysis from Boston University, and a B.A. from 
Middlebury College in environmental geology.

Erin Campbell is the assistant commissioner for facilities and 
enterprise services at the Department of Administration. She oversees 
the work of the facilities management division, fleet and surplus 
services, real estate and construction, enterprise real property and 
the Office of Enterprise Sustainability.  She has been in this role since 
2015. Erin previously served as the deputy chief of staff for legislative 
and policy affairs for Governor Mark Dayton. In this role she provided 
senior leadership and strategic guidance to the Governor, advising 
him on all legislative and policy matters before the state legislature 
and throughout state agencies. Prior to joining the Department of 
Administration, Erin worked for two years as a lobbyist with the 
Messerli & Kramer Government Relations Group and from 2011-
2013, Erin served as senior policy advisor to Governor Mark Dayton. 
Erin was responsible for advancing the Governor’s priorities with a 
focus on public safety, transportation, economic development, labor, 
housing and capital investment. She worked extensively with state 
agencies and their commissioners and was the Governor’s lead in 
assembling the bonding bill and special session emergency relief bills 
and seeking legislative concurrence. Erin also spent six years working 
for the Minnesota Senate. Erin graduated from Concordia College in 
2004 with majors in social work and Spanish and minors in political 
science and psychology.  She is a licensed social worker. Erin grew up 
in Willmar, Minnesota.  In her free time she enjoys traveling, outdoor 
adventures, going to concerts, and quality time with friends, family 
and her beagle Benny.

Zack Carlton is the planning manager for the City of Elk River, 
Minnesota. He oversees implementation of the city’s zoning 
ordinance, facilitating implementation of the city’s green initiatives, 
and works with other departments to draft regulations promoting the 
city’s goals. Zack holds a bachelor’s degree in environmental design 
from the University of Minnesota, a master’s degree in urban and 
regional planning from Humphrey School of Public Affairs, a master’s 
degree in landscape architecture from the University of Minnesota’s 
College of Design, and is a certified professional (AICP) through the 
American Planning Association.

Kevin Edberg is a member of the White Bear Lake City Council. First 
elected to public office at the age of 21, Kevin served twenty years 

on the local school board and has been a city council member for 
almost ten years.  His early professional career included thirteen years 
in agricultural market development with the Minnesota Department 
of Agriculture, followed by nineteen years leading a nonprofit 
organization supporting cooperative business development in 
multiple industry sectors. During his career he has had significant 
involvement in state policies fostering sustainable rural development 
through cooperative ownership of ethanol, biodiesel and wind energy 
enterprises. He holds bachelor degrees in horticulture, agricultural 
economics, and secondary science education, and completed 
master’s degree coursework in plant breeding and plant physiology, 
all from the University of Minnesota.

Anthony Ekren works in environmental management at Riverview, 
an Ag-business focusing on dairy and beef headquartered in Morris, 
MN.  Riverview, LLP milks cows and raises beef across five states in 
the US (for more information visit www.riverviewllp.com). Anthony 
focuses on new site development, liquid manure management and 
environmental compliance. In addition, he is currently on his third 
year of a four-year term serving on the local school board for Morris 
Area Schools. Anthony earned a degree from the University of 
Minnesota, Morris. Anthony and his wife, Amy have four kids and 
enjoy travelling, spending time as a family doing a variety of activities.  
In their free time, they also run a clothing brand, Inherit Clothing 
Company.

Jo Emerson is mayor of White Bear Lake. Emerson was first elected 
mayor in 2009 and is currently serving her third term. She has also 
served as vice chair of the White Bear Lake Planning Commission, 
president of the White Bear Lake Area Historical Society and president 
of the Minnesota Mayors Association. From 2017 to 2018, Emerson 
also served as president of the League of Minnesota Cities.  The League 
serves its 830 members through advocacy, education and training, 
policy development, risk management and other services. In addition 
to her mayoral duties, Emerson is active on a several boards and 
committees:  she is a board member of the Ramsey County Historical 
Society, co-chairs East Metro Strong (devoted to transit issues), chairs 
the Policy Advisory Committee of the Rush Line (for bus rapid transit 
planning) and chairs the Livable Communities Grant Program for the 
Metropolitan Council. She is excited for her city to have joined the 
Climate-Smart Municipalities project and to be working with the City 
of Luedenscheid.

Dr. Sabine Engel is director for international partnerships at the 
University of Minnesota Institute on the Environment (IonE), a 
multi-disciplinary research entity that is built on the principles of 
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partnership and collaboration. She serves as principal investigator 
on two international renewable energy and climate projects that 
bring together a broad group of stakeholders from Germany and 
the US Upper Midwest. Both projects are co-funded by the German 
government. “Energy Transition 2.0: Regional Economies & Renewable 
Energy in the Upper Midwest/Berlin” focuses on renewable energy 
policy and the linkages between an accelerated energy transition and 
longer term economic development. “Climate-Smart Municipalities: 
Modeling Integrated Energy Communities for the 21st Century— 
NRW and Minnesota” focuses on cities that embrace their role as 
leaders in envisioning and building more sustainable communities. 
From 2014 to 2015, Sabine was program director for economic 
development in the University of Minnesota’s Office of University 
Economic Development. From 2007 to 2014, she directed the 
interdisciplinary DAAD Center for German & European Studies at 
the University of Minnesota. As director, she built unique Minnesota-
Germany exchange programs on health policy, renewable energy 
policy, and workforce development. She holds a Ph.D. in English from 
Duke University and an M.A. from the University of Hamburg.

Greg Fynboh lives Greg Fynboh lives with his wife and three children 
on a fifth generation crop farm near Morris, Minnesota.  In addition 
to crop farming, he serves on his local Soil and Water Conservation 
District board, Township board, and the CHS-Herman farmers’ 
cooperative board.  He strives to produce food and fuel using ethical 
business practices as well as practicing environmental integrity.  Greg 
has a B.S. degree in plant and animal systems from the University of 
Minnesota—Twin Cities.  He is participating in the CSM delegation to 
NRW for the first time.

Michelle Gransee is director of Minnesota’s State Energy Office, an 
entity in the MN Department of Commerce’s Energy Division. The 
State Energy Office is charged to lead the state’s transition to a clean 
energy economy by providing scientifically sound information, 
technical assistance, financing, policy development and program 
implementation in areas related to emerging energy technologies. 
Michelle has a background in energy program and policy development, 
training/education, equity initiatives, and strategic planning. Previous 
efforts include business development for a construction youth job 
corps, coordination of an environmentally-focused volunteer service 
program, teacher and student energy and environmental curriculum 
development and education, and for the last ten years, development 
and implementation of federal and state-based programs and policy 
initiatives related to energy, climate, and equity issues for the MN 
Department of Commerce. Michelle’s undergraduate degree is from 
Concordia College in Moorhead, MN and her master’s degree is from 

the University of Wisconsin—Stevens Point.

Bryan Herrmann is the vice chancellor for finance and facilities at 
the University of Minnesota, Morris. Morris has a broad array of 
operational and academic initiatives devoted to sustainability. The 
campus recently was recognized by the U.S. Department of Education 
as one of nine first-ever ED Green Ribbon Schools Postsecondary 
Sustainability Awardees and by the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency for its demonstration-model of renewable energy 
production. A diverse renewable energy platform is a key part of the 
campus community’s plan to achieve carbon neutrality. Herrmann 
has extensive experience in strategic planning and financial-aid 
leveraging as well as results-oriented leadership, primarily as it relates 
to student enrollment. He has more than a dozen years’ experience 
in enrollment management, which has culminated in his attaining 
the roles of director of admissions and, ultimately, vice chancellor. 
Herrmann holds a B.A. in economics and management from the 
University of Minnesota, Morris and a M.B.A. from the University of 
Minnesota, Duluth.

Blaine Hill is the city manager for the City of Morris, Minnesota, a city 
in which he was born and raised.  Morris is a small farming community 
in west central Minnesota with a population of 5,400 people. 
With him, the city entered into a climate protection partnership 
agreement with the city of Saerbeck and has begun implementing 
projects to reduce energy use, identify renewable energy sources, 
and look at ways to protect the environment. Hill served as the 
president of the League of Minnesota Cities in 1997. Prior to being 
named city manager in Morris, Hill served as the city clerk-treasurer 
for the City of Breckenridge, Minnesota for 17 years.  He started his 
career in government as a city accountant for the City of Morris. He 
has 39 years of experience in city finance and administration. He 
holds a bachelor’s degree in political science from the University of 
Minnesota—Morris and an associate’s degree in accounting from the 
Willmar Vocational School.

Ellen Hiniker is the city manager for the City of White Bear Lake. She 
was appointed city administrator in 2016. Previously she served for 
three years as the City’s assistant city manager and for seven years as 
assistant to the city administrator. Ellen’s career has been dedicated 
to public administration and community service and she is known 
as a collaborative leader. In her role as assistant city manager, she 
directed the solicitation and evaluation of competitive proposals 
for a comprehensive solid waste management contract with careful 
consideration given to performance metrics, reporting requirements, 
and environmental standards and incorporated performance 
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incentives and penalties in anticipation of potential service 
deficiencies. She led several environmental initiatives, including 
White Bear Lake’s Green Step Cities program, Class 5 Energy program, 
Restaurant Energy Conservation project, Natural Steps program, 
downtown shared enclosure project, and a multi-jurisdictional 
initiative to increase recycling participation at apartment complexes. 
She has a bachelor’s degree in political science from University of 
Wisconsin Eau Claire and a master’s in public administration from the 
University of Minnesota. Her volunteer activities include serving as a 
board member for the White Bear Lake Emergency Food Shelf.

Alex Jackson is the energy coordinator for the City of Duluth. 
Assigned to the Property and Facilities Management Division of Public 
Administration, he is responsible for tracking and reducing the utility 
consumption of 148 buildings and numerous other park assets and 
public areas. As a member of the Property and Facilities Management 
team, Alex is tasked with developing and leading energy efficiency 
projects throughout the City’s infrastructure as well as serving as the 
primary driver of the City’s sustainability initiatives as envisioned 
in the Mayor’s energy plan.  A major effort within Alex’s purview is 
consolidating energy tracking within the city’s asset management 
system, streamlining its energy resource management capabilities 
to more effectively track and manage its energy consumption, and 
ensuring that reductions are accurately documented so these savings 
can be credited to the city’s energy fund for continued investment in 
energy efficiency projects. Prior to working for the City of Duluth, Alex 
spent nearly five years as the air program coordinator for the Fond 
du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa. There, he was responsible 
for tracking the Band’s air emissions and operating their air quality 
monitoring station. Other responsibilities included leading the 
band’s efforts to be re-designated as a Class 1 air shed, and offering 
comments to regulatory agencies on behalf of the Band in an effort to 
protect the Reservation and ceded territories. Alex holds a B.S. degree 
in biology from the University of Wisconsin.

Katie Jones is the community program and policy manager at the 
Center for Energy and Environment (CEE). CEE’s mission is to promote 
energy efficiency to strengthen the economy while improving the 
environment. Data-driven and community-engaged, CEE’s staff 
are passionate to discover and deploy the most effective solutions 
for a healthy, low-carbon economy through several channels. Katie 
works with cities, neighborhoods, and other communities to develop 
and implement energy programs and policies. As a certified energy 
manager, she brings technical assistance, data analysis, and an 
understanding of building energy performance to local government 
and community settings. Her work centers on utilizing building and/

or community energy data and leveraging that knowledge to drive 
energy efficiency priorities. A few notable projects includes work 
on implementing the City of Minneapolis’ energy benchmarking 
program, designing the PowerNorth energy campaign in North 
Minneapolis, and leading the benchmarking policy development 
process in Edina and Saint Louis Park. Before joining CEE, Katie 
provided technical assistance for B3 Benchmarking at The Weidt 
Group and had previously conducted benchmarking outreach 
throughout Minnesota with the Clean Energy Resource Teams. She 
has a B.S. in agriculture and natural resources engineering and a minor 
in German from  Purdue University.

Dr. Cathy Jordan is a pediatric neuropsychologist and the associate 
director for Leadership & Education at the University of Minnesota’s 
Institute on the Environment (IonE). Cathy leads an IonE team that 
activates sustainability savvy leaders by cultivating sustainability 
awareness and leadership skills in change makers at all levels. As a 
pediatric neuropsychologist, Cathy has had an abiding interest in the 
influence of environments on children’s health and development. 
Early in her career she focused on the influence of environmental 
risks, such as lead overburden, on children’s cognitive and behavioral 
development. She later turned her attention to the positive impact 
of nature contact—through nature play, nature-based learning, 
and therapeutic uses of nature—on children’s physical and mental 
health and educational outcomes and development of a stewardship 
ethic. Cathy also serves as the consulting director of research for the 
Children & Nature Network, a national nonprofit leading a global 
movement to increase equitable access to nature so that children 
and natural places can thrive together. In this role, Cathy leads 
efforts to make the burgeoning body of research on nature’s benefits 
accessible to diverse audiences and to network researchers and 
practitioners across the country to help translate research on nature-
based learning into formal and informal educational practice. Cathy 
is a professor of pediatrics in the University of Minnesota Medical 
School. She earned her Ph.D. in clinical psychology from Wayne State 
University, completed a clinical internship at Brown University and 
post-doctoral training in pediatric neuropsychology at the University 
of Minnesota. 

Peder Kjeseth,  J.D., is director of government relations for the Minnesota 
Department of Agriculture (MDA) [Landwirtschaftsministerium]. 
He provides an essential link between MDA and Minnesota’s state 
legislature and works with the Governor’s Office, legislators, and 
department staff to shape and monitor agricultural policy. Prior to 
joining the MDA in January 2019, Peder spent nine years with then-
Congressman Tim Walz as district director specializing in agriculture, 
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energy, and environmental policy. Peder holds a B.A. from St. Olaf 
College and a J.D. from Mitchell Hamline College of Law. His policy 
interests are in agriculture, energy, trade, economic development, 
and sustainability. 

Kristi Knudson is the sustainability coordinator for the City of Rochester 
and part of the city’s Community Development Department. Kristi 
collaborates with city departments and community organizations 
on a variety of sustainability initiatives that seek to align the goals of 
the city, Destination Medical Center, and community stakeholders. 
Ongoing initiatives include energy benchmarking, development and 
piloting of multi-modal transportation options, energy conservation 
measures and recommissioning, fleet analysis, and collaborating with 
development projects on sustainable building policies. Future work 
aims to incorporate EV and efficient transportation infrastructure, 
air quality monitoring, waste reduction, energy system efficiency, 
sustainable procurement, urban food access, social equity in design, 
bike path connectivity, and collaboration towards designing new 
spaces that promote health and wellness for all members of the 
community. Kristi is a native of Rochester, and is excited to be a 
part of the city’s changing landscape. Prior to working for the City 
of Rochester, Kristi spent 10 years in project management consulting 
and social enterprise development. She has worked with more than 25 
start-ups and nonprofits addressing environmental and social issues, 
including three years working in Latin America. Kristi has also worked 
in private sector consulting for Epic Systems and Deloitte, specializing 
in software implementation at US hospitals. She was a member of 
the Minnesota Conservation Corps crew that helped establish the 
Home Energy Squad Program in St. Paul, MN. Kristi holds a BSB 
degree in business, sustainability, and Spanish from the University of 
Minnesota-Twin Cities Carlson School of Management, MSc degree 
in ecological economics from the University of Edinburgh, Scotland, 
and PMP from the Project Management Institute.

Craig McDonnell is assistant commissioner for air and climate policy 
at the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA). Before moving 
into his current role in January 2019, Craig served as director of 
government relations at the Minnesota Department of Agriculture 
(MDA). At MDA, he also worked on agricultural water quality 
and helped expand the Minnesota Agricultural Water Quality 
Certification Program from a pilot project to a statewide program. He 
has also served as an adviser to Governor Walz on climate and energy 
policy. Earlier, Craig worked for several years as a consultant and 
energy policy analyst focusing on federal policy. He advised clients on 
U.S. energy policy and market trends, developed strategic outreach 
plans for international partnerships, and conducted research on the 

feasibility and implications of climate change policies. Craig received 
his bachelor of science from the University of Wisconsin—Madison 
and his master of public policy from the University of Minnesota’s 
Humphrey School of Public Affairs with an emphasis in science, 
technology, and environmental policy.

Shannon Mortenson is city administrator and clerk-treasurer for 
Warren, a small community of 1600 residents located in the northwest 
corner of Minnesota. Mortenson has been the city administrator since 
2010. The city operates the electric and gas distribution and sales in 
the city along with providing sanitation, water and sewer service. 
Warren has been a participant in the Green Step Cities program to 
further encourage residents and city leaders to have a more “green” 
city. The City of Warren has garnered much new information through 
the partnership with Germany as it offers innovative projects to 
residents to implement climate protection measures and boost 
sustainability. In 2018 as a result of having implemented a new 
benchmarking program, Warren won a “2018 Clean Energy City” 
award from the Minnesota Clean Energy Resource Teams. 

Scott Newman is a Minnesota state senator and chairs the Senate 
Transportation Finance and Policy committee. Since 2011, Senator 
Newman has represented District 18, which consists of McLeod, 
Meeker and Sibley counties, as well as a portion of Wright County. 
Prior to being elected to the Senate, Scott served two terms in 
the Minnesota House of Representatives. During his time in the 
legislature, Scott has made transportation-related issues and 
reducing both government spending and regulation his top priorities. 
Senator Newman also serves on four additional committees: Capital 
Investment (vice-chair); Finance; Rules and Administration; State 
Government Finance and Policy and Elections. Scott grew up in 
Hutchinson, MN. After graduating from Minnesota State University, 
Mankato, with a B.A. in history and political science, Scott joined the 
Hennepin County Sheriff’s Department as a deputy sheriff. In 1973, he 
graduated from William Mitchell College of Law in St. Paul, earning a 
Juris Doctor degree. During his legal career, Scott was certified as a civil 
trial specialist and was engaged in civil trial practice for many years. 
In addition, he has been a felony public defender, a mediator, and an 
administrative law judge with the Office of Administrative Hearings. 
In the area of Minnesota that he represents in the Minnesota Senate, 
agriculture and manufacturing are central to the economy. He is 
participating in the Climate-Smart Municipalities exchange with 
NRW for the first time and is eager to learn more about renewable 
energy and transportation.

Kim Norton is mayor of the City of Rochester. She is proud to have 
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Rochester designated as the first and only city in MN to receive Gold 
LEED certification and commit to 100% renewable energy by 2030. 
She retired from the Minnesota Legislature in 2016 after serving 
ten years in the Minnesota House of Representatives, where she 
represented a portion of Rochester, home of the Mayo Clinic and 
Minnesota’s largest private employer. She held numerous leadership 
positions in the House of Representatives for most of her tenure. 
In the 2013 legislative session, Rep. Norton was the chief House 
author of the legislation that authorized up to $327 million from the 
State of Minnesota for the Mayo Clinic Destination Medical Center 
(DMC) project in Rochester, a $585 million economic development 
and infrastructure project. Norton served on the city’s Energy 
Commission and was a board member of Fresh Energy prior to being 
elected mayor. Norton also completed a two-year Bush Foundation 
Fellowship focusing on policy, leadership and sustainable energy. She 
is the proud owner of two electric vehicles and purchases solar and 
hydro power for her home.  From 1998 to 2006, she served on the 
Rochester School Board.

Mike Odello is a member of the school board of Morris Area Schools 
and has been serving in that role since 2014. He grew up in southern 
California and graduated from University of California Irvine with 
a music performance degree specializing in tuba in 1996. He then 
taught junior high and high school band for almost ten years while 
doing instrument repair in the summers. In 2008, he moved to 
Morris, MN, where his wife teaches music history at the University of 
Minnesota Morris. He has been doing instrument repair at Sarlettes 
Music in Morris and teaching low brass lessons at the university ever 
since. This is his first time in Germany and he is looking forward to 
learning how Climate-Smart initiatives can be implemented into the 
school system in Morris!

Grant Peterson is the deputy clerk for the City of Warren and has 
served in that role since November 2014. Grant has been behind 
the scenes in Warren promoting the Climate Smart Municipalities 
Partnership and helping to advance the goals of the city for clean 
energy and sustainability. Prior to joining the city of Warren’s 
administration, he was the executive director of the Warren Housing 
Redevelopment Authority. Grant was enlisted in the United States 
Air Force and completed a tour in Iraq. Parallel to his work as deputy 
city clerk, Grant has been taking classes at the University of North 
Dakota to earn a degree in public administration. He is in his final 
year. Grant is grateful for the opportunity to learn more about 
Germany’s climate protection measures and to be able to experience 
the city of Arnsberg, which he has heard much about. It will be his 
first experience of Germany.

Dr. Monica Ramirez is the academic dean for sciences, technology, 
engineering, mathematics, solar and renewable energies at Century 
College in White Bear Lake, Minnesota. She received her doctorate 
from the University of Wyoming in geoscience processing. She 
attended Ludwig Maximilians University in Munich, Germany, where 
she earned her degree (Staatsexamen) in physical geography before 
moving to Brazil for six years on a research team. Upon returning to the 
United States, Monica was employed as a professor for environmental 
and earth sciences before moving into an administrative role. 
National Science Foundation awards have allowed her to further 
her work in Geographic Information Systems and Global Positioning 
Systems (GIS/GPS) at national and international levels. She serves 
or has served as a language editor for scientific journals as well as 
executive editor for the Association for Women Geoscientists. She is 
a peer reviewer and team chair for the Higher Learning Commission, 
an accrediting body for colleges and schools.

Alice Roberts-Davis serves as the Commissioner of the Minnesota 
Department of Administration. As Commissioner [Ministerin], Alice 
leads two dozen administrative service divisions—including the state’s 
purchasing, real estate property, fleet, risk management, demographic 
analysis, and continuous improvement services. As a part of Governor 
Tim Walz and Lt. Governor Peggy Flanagan’s cabinet, Alice is focused 
on her commitment to making Minnesota a more equitable and 
inclusive state. Prior to her appointment as Commissioner in January 
2019, Alice served the Department of Administration as assistant 
commissioner overseeing the state’s real estate and construction 
functions. In that role, Alice was responsible for $2.5 billion in 
annual procurement, as well as the Office of Equity in Procurement 
(OEP) and the Procurement Technical Assistance Center (PTAC). 
These offices are focused on creating opportunities for businesses, 
particularly small businesses owned by women, minorities, veterans, 
and persons with disabilities. Before joining the state of Minnesota, 
Alice worked for Target Corporation for 12 years in different leadership 
capacities, including real estate management and compliance. She 
was responsible for the purchase and development of land across 
the country, and she led the company’s $1 billion supplier diversity 
initiative. Alice considers Elk Grove Village, Illinois, her hometown. 
She attended the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign where 
she earned a degree in communications/journalism and Florida State 
University College of Law where she earned a Juris Doctor degree.

Julie A. Rosen is a Minnesota state senator representing District 
23, in rural south-central Minnesota. Her district includes seven 
counties. Senator Rosen chairs the Senate Finance Committee 
and is also a member of three additional committees: Energy and 
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Utilities Finance and Policy; Health and Human Services Finance and 
Policy; and Human Services Reform Finance and Policy. In addition, 
Senator Rosen co-chairs the Legislative Commission on Pension and 
Retirement and the Legislative Task Force on Child Protection. She 
was first elected in 2002 and is currently serving her fifth term. Her 
special legislative concerns are health care, with an emphasis on 
mental health, substance abuse, child protection and long-term care. 
Agriculture, energy and work-force training are other special interests. 
As a freshman senator, Rosen earned the distinction of being a leading 
authority on methamphetamine and other drug-related issues and 
successfully shepherded the groundbreaking Minnesota Meth bill 
(2005), the most comprehensive meth legislation in the nation. Her 
service earned her the “Freshman Legislator of the Year” award. In 
2017, Senator Rosen authored or co-authored five Opioid Reform Act 
bills and in 2019 chief authored an Opioid Reform bill signed by the 
Governor. In 2012, the Minnesota legislature passed Senator Rosen’s 
bill to build a state-of-the-art new Minnesota Vikings stadium using a 
public-private partnership between the Vikings professional football 
team, the state of Minnesota, and the City of Minneapolis. In 2018, 
U.S. Bank Stadium hosted Super Bowl LII. In Senator Rosen’s role as 
chair of the Legislative Commission on Pension and Retirement, she 
has led the charge for a major pension reform bill, which passed the 
Minnesota legislature unanimously on May 20, 2018. This landmark 
reform maintains the state’s commitment to Minnesota’s valued 
public employees. Senator Rosen holds a bachelor of science in 
agronomy from Colorado State University. Prior to being elected to 
the legislature, she worked as a marketing representative for both 
Elanco and American Hoechst Chemical Company. 

Steve Schoeneck is vice-president of customer service for Otter 
Tail Power Company (OTP) in Fergus Falls, MN. Ottertail Power 
provides electricity for residential, commercial, and industrial 
customers in Minnesota, North Dakota, and South Dakota. 62,000 
of its 132,000 customers are in Minnesota. OTP owns about 5,800 
miles of transmission lines and 798 MW in generating capability. The 
company projects that by 2022 its customers will receive 30 percent 
of their energy from renewable resources and its carbon emissions 
will be more than 30 percent below 2005 levels—all while keeping 
rates nearly 30 percent below the national average. Ottertail Power’s 
service territory includes the City of Morris. Steve’s previous roles 
with Ottertail Power include manager for sales, operations support 
and economic development; sourcing manager; account supervisor; 
and director of business operations for Otter Tail Energy Services. 
Prior to joining Ottertail Power, Steve worked as an entrepreneur 
developer with Northwest Minnesota Foundation and worked for 
an accounting firm. Steve is a certified public accountant, a certified 

economic development finance professional and has a B.S. in business 
management and accounting from Minnesota State University 
Moorhead.

David H. “Dave” Senjem is a Minnesota state senator. He represents 
citizens in Dodge and Olmsted Counties, including one-half of the 
City of Rochester. He was first elected to the Senate in 2002 and 
has served as both the Senate Majority and Minority Leader. He 
spent 44 years of his professional life with Mayo Clinic, retiring as 
environmental affairs officer. He also served 11 years on the Rochester 
City Council. Currently, Senator Senjem is chairman of the Capital 
Investment committee and vice chair of the Tax committee. He also 
serves as a member of four other committees: Energy, Utilities Finance 
and Policy, Transportation, Environment, Natural Resources Finance 
and Policy, and the Legacy Committee. Senator Senjem was Senate 
author of Mayo Clinic’s 5 billion dollar Destination Medical Center 
(DMC) expansion initiative, the largest private sector development 
project in Minnesota’s history. DMC secures Mayo Clinic’s status as 
a global medical destination and sets into motion the reinvention 
of the City of Rochester both physically and culturally, including 
plans for Rochester to lead America in both renewable energy and 
overall sustainability. Senator Senjem has played an active role in the 
Minnesota/Germany Energy Policy Exchange Program. From these 
experiences he has come to understand the reasons, reality, and 
importance of looking at energy transformation realistically from an 
economic perspective. With this in mind he has introduced “Clean 
Energy First” legislation, which requires utilities to consider clean 
energy as their first option in planning future electrical generation 
resources. With its anticipated passage in 2020 Minnesota will 
become the 6th state in the United States to embrace a 100 percent 
renewable energy future. Senator Senjem’s personal ambition is to 
take what he has learned from his German experiences and build an 
energy based new economy in southeastern Minnesota.

Will Seuffert is executive director of the Environmental Quality 
Board (EQB) and has served in that role since 2013. EQB is 
made up of nine agency heads and eight citizen members. The 
Board provides leadership and coordination across agencies on 
priority environmental issues that are multi-jurisdictional and 
multidimensional. It also provides opportunities for public access 
and engagement. Before joining the EQB, Seuffert served as a senior 
policy advisor to Minnesota Governor Dayton, working closely with 
the cabinet agencies and legislators involved in energy, environment, 
and agriculture. Prior to his work for Governor Dayton, Seuffert was a 
committee administrator for the Minnesota Senate Energy, Utilities, 
Technology and Communications Committee. In that role, Seuffert 
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Thomas Armoneit, Dipl.-Ing., is head of the department of technical 
management at the municipal utilities of the City of Iserlohn 
(Stadtwerke Iserlohn GmbH) and CEO of the wind turbine corporation 
“Windkraftanlage Verstalsperre GmbH & Co KG.” He holds a degree in 
supply engineering. He is responsible for all technology assets owned 
by Stadtwerke Iserlohn. Assets include the city’s distribution grids for 
electricity, gas, water and district heat as well as facilities to produce 
electricity and district heating. Other tasks in his portfolio include the 
construction of renewable energy and cogeneration units (especially 
photovoltaics), energy efficiency measures for industrial companies 
and all buildings of the City of Iserlohn, and the conversion of street 
lighting to LED. CO2 emissions of the street lighting system have 
been reduced by 27%. In 2014, Iserlohn won recognition as a model 
municipality for combined heat and power. Stadtwerke Iserlohn 
installed 10 high-efficiency fuel cells. They are being monitored 
closely with the objective to scale them. A major goal of Stadtwerke 
Iserlohn is to expand district heating. Because most of the district 
heat is produced through waste incineration and by combined heat 
and power plants, it is considered CO2-neutral. Together with local 
partners, Armoneit is constructing a virtual power plant that allows 
participation in the energy market and provides grid stability services. 

worked on legislation to advance renewable energy and conservation. 
He holds a master’s in international peace and conflict resolution from 
American University and a bachelor’s degree in political science from 
Eckerd College. He has been involved in Climate-Smart Municipalities 
from the start and will serve again this September in his usual role as 
the moderator for the CSM exchange conversations in Germany.

John Simonsen is director of real estate at Affinity Plus Federal Credit 
Union in St. Paul. Affinity Plus is a not-for-profit financial cooperative 
serving over 200,000 members with 28 locations throughout 
Minnesota. It believes in strengthening communities through 
partnerships with local organizations and improving the financial 
well-being of consumers. John has been with Affinity Plus for sixteen 
years and has led the real estate department for over six years. He 
has led the implementation of new products, process improvement, 
system upgrades, and is a member of several local and national credit 
union mortgage groups. Affinity Plus and Hiway Federal Credit 
Union are the leads on the new CUGreen solar loan program that 
was inspired by the Climate-Smart Municipalities Program and first 
launched in fall 2018. John will be meeting with experts at NRW 
Bank and the head of Saerbeck’s Volksbank to learn more about how 
financial institutions can help accelerate the energy transformation in 
partnership with individual consumers and business.

Dr. Eric Singsaas is the director of the materials and bioeconomy 
research group at the University of Minnesota’s Natural Resources 
Research Institute (NRRI). He holds a B.A. in biology and chemistry 
from Concordia College in Minnesota and a Ph.D. in plant physiology 
and biochemistry from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Before 
joining NRRI, he was a professor of biology and forestry at the 
University of Wisconsin Stevens Point, where he co-founded the 
Wisconsin Institute for Sustainable Technology to promote economic 
development through innovation in the agricultural and forest 
products industry. He holds patents in woody biomass processing 
and bio-based chemical production from engineered microbes, 
and founded two companies in the bioeconomy sector. In addition 
to applied technology development, Dr. Singsaas has academic 
publications in the fields of biological hydrocarbon production, plant-
environment interactions, and forest responses to climate change. 

Ken Smith is president and CEO of District Energy St. Paul and its 
affiliate Ever-Green Energy and has served in those roles since 2010. 
A recognized leader in community and campus scale energy systems, 
Ken is actively engaged in industry, policy, and academic forums 
addressing our energy future. He is a frequent speaker nationally and 
internationally, and is regularly requested to brief local, state, and 

federal planners, policy makers, and regulators. For the past eight 
years, Smith has participated in an energy policy exchange between 
Germany and the State of Minnesota. Ever-Green Energy is one of 
the original partners in the Climate-Smart Municipalities exchange 
with Germany. Prior to joining District Energy St. Paul and Ever-
Green Energy in 2006, Smith worked globally in the engineering 
and construction industry for over 20 years, planning, designing 
and implementing highly reliable energy projects, including central 
plants, microgrids, datacenters, and other mission critical facilities 
for advanced tech industry, campuses, international airports, and 
U.S. Department of Defense. Smith currently serves as president of 
the Midwest Renewable Energy Tracking System Board of Directors 
(M-RETS), vice chair of the Saint Paul Area Chamber of Commerce, 
and is a fellow of the University of Minnesota’s Institute on the 
Environment (IonE). From 2014-2015, he served as chair of the 
International District Energy Association board of directors. He has a 
bachelor’s degree in electrical engineering from North Dakota State 
University and a master’s degree in business administration from the 
University of St. Thomas in Minneapolis, MN.
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and the need for agility are reshaping the industry. 

Dr. Bernd Bartunek is a professor at the University of Applied 
Sciences South Westphalia, where he directs the Institute for Vehicle 
Powertrain System Technology. His R&D focus is on highly efficient, 
low emissions propulsion systems, such as found in hybrid and 
electric vehicles. During a professional career of over 30 years he 
has worked in leading technical and management positions with 
different technical services organizations and technology innovation 
companies regarding advanced powertrain system technologies for 
conventional and alternative fuels. For over a decade, he was involved 
in engine/vehicle R&D projects with industry and governmental 
partners, such as the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 
the US Department of Energy as well as the California Air Resources 
Board CARB) and the California Energy Commission. These programs 
were dedicated to the development of DI diesel and alternative 
combustion engine concepts as well as for hybrid propulsion systems 
within the US Partnership for the Next Generation of Vehicles program 
under the Clinton/Gore administration. Prior to his affiliation with 
the University of Applied Sciences South Westphalia, he directed 
technical programs on direct injected natural gas/hydrogen fuel 
injection and combustion system development as well as on diesel 
exhaust gases after treatment technology.

Dr. Frank-Michael Baumann is managing director of EnergyAgency.
NRW in North Rhine Westphalia and has served in that role for a dozen 
years. He also serves as cluster manager for EnergyRegion.NRW and 
EnergyResearch.NRW.  Energy Agency.NRW works on behalf of NRW’s 
state government to provide an expert staffed operative platform for 
all things related to energy. Its 140 staff members have expertise that 
ranges from energy research, technical development, demonstration, 
market launch and basic energy consulting all the way to continuous 
professional training and development. Many of the agency’s activities 
focus on energy efficiency and climate protection. As an impartial 
entity, Energy Agency.NRW highlights how business, local authorities 
and private individuals can use energy more economically or make 
appropriate use of renewables. The agency receives funding also from 
the European Regional Development Fund. Dr. Baumann studied 
physics at Ruhr-University Bochum, Germany, and began his career 
as a scientist at the Institute for Experimental Physics. From 1990 to 
1995, he worked at DMT-Research and Testing GmbH in the DMT-
Institute for Process Control Systems and Electrical Installations. Since 
1996 he has been managing director of ee energy engineers GmbH 
and for ten years (1996-2006) he was involved in the management 
of the North Rhine-Westphalia State Initiative on Future Energies. Dr. 
Baumann’s many industry roles include being the spokesperson of 
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Guido Attermeier is chief financial officer for the City of Saerbeck. 
He administers the municipality’s budget and expenses. Among other 
things, he is responsible for the economic development of Saerbeck’s 
Bio-Energy Park. He played a key role in making the municipality’s 
investment in its own wind turbine a success by developing a special 
business entity.

Hans Jürgen Badziura heads the specialist service for environmental 
protection and green space at the City of Lüdenscheid. He has a degree 
in biology. The duties of his department include general environmental 
protection tasks such as contaminated site investigation and clean-up, 
noise mitigation planning, open space planning, habitat and species 
protection, water conservation, and climate protection. Lüdenscheid 
has a climate protection strategy that includes many measures for 
sustainable city design. When Lüdenscheid joined the Climate Alliance, 
it committed to cutting per capita emissions of greenhouse gases by 
50% by 2030. Currently, climate protection activities are focused on 
energy efficiency in existing buildings and the development of an 
e-mobility plan. In the future, it is intended to implement measures 
to prevent damage caused by climate change. Expanding renewable 
energy generation in cooperation with municipal utility Stadtwerke 
Lüdenscheid will be important. In May 2019, the City of Lüdenscheid 
was selected as one of 15 NRW municipalities to participate in the 
Global Sustainable Municipality NRW project. The goal is to model 
strategies for sustainable development at the municipal level.  

Ulrike Badziura heads the department of environmental and climate 
protection at the City of Iserlohn. Her portfolio of tasks includes 
issues of municipal waste, technological aspects of environmental 
protection, climate protection, and energy efficiency projects. 
In 2008, she was named to the post of climate protection officer 
(Klimaschutzbeauftragte) for the City of Iserlohn. Working with local 
partners she has implemented many projects in her city. Iserlohn 
was recognized for its municipal climate protection efforts with the 
European Energy Award in Gold. By 2030, the city seeks to reduce its 
energy use by 35% and its CO2 emissions by 50% over 1990 values. 

Dr. Thomas Bagus is head of steam turbines at Siemens Muehlheim a.d. 
Ruhr. He is in charge of order execution, procurement, manufacturing 
and quality. He has been working on steam and gas turbines at 
Siemens for over a decade. Before moving into his current position 
in 2017, Dr. Bagus worked on new unit steam integration, was head 
of project management for large steam turbines, and head of load 
planning for gas turbines, generators, and steam turbines. He has a 
degree in computer science. Dr. Bagus will provide the Minnesotans 
with a shop tour that offers insight into how digitalization, robotics, 



the Future Energies study group at the “Future Energies Forum,” being 
a member of the expert group renewable energies of the German 
Engineers Association (VDI), member of the board of the German 
Heat Pump Association (BWP) and member of the supervisory board 
of the Solar Institute Juelich.

Georg Berkemeier is a forest ranger in Saerbeck and works closely 
with schools and the public. He grew up in Saerbeck. The Bio-Energy 
Park includes a nature preserve. The Morris delegation will learn 
about Saerbeck’s holistic approach to energy, economic activity, and 
the environment. 

Editha Bongartz is a senior civil servant in the department International 
Relations and Networks at the Ministry for Environment, Agriculture, 
Nature Conservation and Consumer Protection of the State of North 
Rhine-Westphalia (MULNV NRW). She is the Ministry’s point person 
for the Climate-Smart Municipalities exchange with Minnesota. 
Sustainability is a guiding principle at the Ministry. North Rhine-
Westphalia is Germany’s biggest supplier of environmental products 
and services. The Ministry cooperates and exchanges ideas with states, 
regions, and communities across the globe. Before moving into her 
current position in 2011, Bongartz worked for over a decade at the 
NRW Ministry for Economy, and Technology, Energy and Transport in 
the department “Energy, Mining, and Nuclear Energy.”

Alfons Buecker is board chair of Saerbeck’s Kolpingfamilie, a faith-
based organization that creates community among people from all 
walks of life and across all age groups, offering the type of support 
associated with family. Saerbeck’s Kolping family has about 800 
members and is one of the largest in Germany. The organization also 
runs a multi-generational Kolping House in Saerbeck. Alfons Buecker 
and Jutta VornDieck will meet with the Morris delegation in Saerbeck.

Beatrice Daal is the public relations officer at organics waste 
management company Entsorgungsgesellschaft Steinfurt mbH 
(EGST) Steinfurt county. EGST is fully owned by the county and 
processes organic waste and recyclables collected across 24 cities.

Johannes Dierker is director of Jugendbildungsstätte-Saerbeck/CAJ 
Werkstatt, a youth education center in Saerbeck that focuses on 
climate protection and resource efficiency. Youth education—in 
schools and in extracurricular settings—is a key part of Saerbeck’s 
long-term strategy. With about 14,000 annual overnight guests, JBS-
Saerbeck is one of the region’s most successful centers for youth 
education. Established in 1983, the center is part of the association of 
Catholic public service organizations of Muenster diocese.

Gabi Droste is head of marketing at Saertex MultiCom, a private 
company that makes high-tech liners for the rehabilitation of sewer
pipes and drinking water lines.

Dieter Dzewas is mayor of the City of Lüdenscheid. The city’s small 
and medium-sized business economy is built around manufacturing. 
Dieter Dzewas was born in Lüdenscheid. His family roots are in East 
Prussia. By profession he is a social worker. He has served his city as 
full time mayor since 2004. From 1989 to 2004, he was a member of 
the city council and from 1994 to 1999 he served as second deputy 
mayor. From 1998 to 2002, Dieter Dzewas served as a member of the 
German Bundestag. 

Eberhard Eder is vice president for industrial steam turbine and 
generator service at Siemens AG and additionally is in charge of 
Siemens company’s entire Muehlheim a.d. Ruhr production site. 
He studied electrical engineering and business administration in 
Munich and joined Siemens in 1993. He has worked for Siemens 
both in Germany and internationally, including on turn-key projects 
in Poland and Thailand. In England, he was responsible for Siemens 
Service for small gas turbines sold to Asia and the Middle East. He 
has been in charge of Siemens industrial steam turbine and generator 
service worldwide since 2013. 

Peter Engler teaches children and youth at the ASL education and 
learning center at Bio-Energy Park Saerbeck. Children in grades 3 to 
10 learn about climate change, sustainability, and renewable energy. 

Fiona Evans  serves as Consul General at the US Consulate in 
Düsseldorf. Before moving to Düsseldorf in fall 2018, she was 
information officer and press attaché in Nairobi, Kenya, from 2016 
to 2018. From 2013 to 2016, she was deputy cultural affairs officer at 
the U.S. Embassy in Berlin, where she also served on the board of the 
Fulbright Commission. Her first diplomatic overseas assignment was as 
a vice consul in Lima, Peru, followed by an assignment as public affairs 
officer and consular officer in Dushanbe, Tajikistan. She also served 
in Kosovo and Iceland. From 2010 to 2012, she was transportation 
officer and deputy director of the Aviation Negotiations Office at 
the State Department in Washington, DC. Fiona Evans joined the 
U.S. State Department in 2000 as a foreign service officer and holds 
numerous State Department Superior Honor and Meritorious Honor 
awards. Prior to becoming a diplomat, Ms. Evans was a mediator at 
the Massachusetts’s Attorney General’s Office. She has a Master of 
Arts of Law and Diplomacy from The Fletcher School and a Bachelor 
of Arts cum laude from Tufts University. She grew up in New England 
and has German roots in North-Rhine Westphalia.
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Angela Freimuth, MdL, is a member of the NRW state legislature and 
serves as its vice president. Her district Maerkischer Kreis includes 
the Cities of Lüdenscheid and Iserlohn, both of which are members of 
the Climate-Smart Municipalities exchange. She has been involved in 
politics since 1987, when she became a member of the FDP Free Dem-
ocratic Party. She was first elected to the state parliament in 2000 and 
has served continuously since. She has a longstanding commitment 
to transatlantic relations and since 2005 has served as chairwoman 
of the Parliamentarians Group USA-NRW. Since July 2018, she also 
chairs the NRW-Japan Parliamentarians Group.  Freimuth holds im-
portant leadership positions in her party: she is vice chair of the FDP 
in North Rhine-Westphalia (since 2002) and serves as FDP spokesper-
son for research and science and on her caucus’s steering committee 
(since 2012). Earlier roles include FDP-spokesperson for budget and 
finance and cultural affairs. Freimuth is a lawyer. She studied law at 
Bonn University. Earlier she completed vocational training as a tool-
maker. Her key policy interests include high-quality pre-K to univer-
sity education, how public-private partnerships may create new jobs, 
and how to assure sustainable state finances. Last month, she and 10 
other members of her NRW-USA visited Minnesota.

Alfons Guennigmann is a member of the board of the registered 
nonprofit friends association Förderverein Klimakommune Saerbeck 
e.V. He served for twenty-five years on Saerbeck’s city council and 
helped move the Saerbeck community to create its high school and 
the bio-energy park. In 2018, he was awarded the Order of Merit of 
the Federal Republic of Germany (Bundesverdienstkreuz) for his work 
on behalf of the public good. 

Viktor Haase is head of the department for sustainable development, 
climate change and environmental industry at MULNV NRW. 

Jurek Haener is an intern with Klima-Kommune Saerbeck. He works 
closely with Guido Wallraven. His tasks focus on the Bio-Energy Park 
and education and outreach activities. He is a student at FH Münster 
University of Applied Sciences in the faculty of Energy, Buildings 
Services and Environmental Engineering.

Martin Hannen heads the department of crop production, horticul-
ture and animal husbandry at MULNV.

Paul Hartmann is the climate protection officer (“Klimaschutz-
beauftragter”) for the city of Siegen. He is a staff member in the office 
of the mayor and responsible for all climate protection and climate 
adaptation issues in Siegen’s municipal government. Much of his 
work focuses on providing residents of Siegen with information on 
saving energy, energy efficiency, e-mobility, and environmentally 

friendly consumer behavior. In 2011, he partnered with private sector 
allies from the financial services sector, industry, and the trades to 
found the nonprofit organization Energieverein Siegen. Energieverein 
Siegen provides free consulting services four days a week and hosts 
over 30 events each year on topics such as how to create more vibrant 
neighborhoods through energy savings measures. Hartmann holds 
a degree in geography and geology from the University of Münster. 
From 1992- 2009, he worked as an environmental planner, first in a 
private sector planning office, then for the city of Gütersloh. In 2009, 
he became a specialist for climate protection and adaptation.  

Dr. Michael Hermanns is head of the department for environmental 
reporting, environmental law, Europe and international relations at 
the NRW Ministry for Environment, Agriculture, Nature Protection 
and Consumer Protection of North Rhine-Westphalia. He studied 
law at Freiburg University. His department is the key liaison for the 
Minnesota-Germany connection at the ministry.

Dirk Jacobs is a teacher at Lüdenscheid high school Zeppelin-Gymna-
sium and together with his students and teacher colleagues runs the 
Staberg weather station. He is excited to explore opportunities for 
partnering with White Bear Lake students on weather observations. 

Dr. Christian Jaeger is managing director of Wohn + Stadtbau GmbH, 
a housing company and developer of affordable housing owned by 
the City of Münster. Wohn + Stadtbau owns and operates about 
6,000 rental units in Münster. Wohn + Stadtbau GmbH is charged to 
ensure broad access to affordable housing. In addition to developing 
new rental housing, the company also develops condos whose sale 
helps balance the books and ensures neighborhood social diversity. 
Current major new construction projects include a mixed use devel-
opment with 191 new apartments and integrated kindergarten, and 
a new housing development that replaces a church. Dr. Jaeger has 
twenty years of experience in the rental housing and real estate in-
dustry. He also serves as an assessor for developed and undeveloped 
real estate. He holds a Ph.D. in the economics and ecology of devel-
oping housing from Karlsruhe Institute of Technology. 

Gerhard Joksch is a member of the Münster City Council and serves 
as honorary third mayor of the City of Münster. In his role as mayor, 
Joksch represents Münster’s Lord Mayor Markus Lewe in public 
affairs. Joksch studied regional and spatial planning (UNIDO) and 
for over 27 years has been working at municipal environmental 
and building authorities. From 1991 to 1998, he was technical 
alderman in Beckum, a town in Westphalia. From 1998 to 2006, 
he directed the urban development department at the City of 
Münster. Since 2006, he has been working as a freelance planner 
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and advisor (www.gerhardjoksch.de). His professional life focuses on: 
urban development, city planning, municipal traffic development, 
municipal climate protection and municipal housing policies. In 1983, 
in his early thirties Gerhard Joksch joined the new Green Party, which 
was formally established in 1980. Since 2009, he has been representing 
the Green Party on the Münster City Council. He also serves as his 
caucus’ spokesperson on energy policy, climate protection, building 
policy and waste economy. From 2014 to 2017, Joksch chaired the 
supervisory board of Stadtwerke Münster, the city’s public utility 
company. In 2016, the City of Münster decided to participate in the 
Global Sustainable Municipality NRW project. The goal is to model 
strategies for sustainable development at the municipal level. 

Ralph Kensmann, Dipl.-Ing., is managing partner at Start.Design 
in Essen. His company is considered among Germany’s leading 
consultants for lighting planning and design using both artificial and 
natural light. Start.Design develops solutions for office spaces, public 
spaces, retail, art exhibits, trade fairs, and televised or live cultural 
events. In 2012, the company won Germany’s lighting design award 
for energy efficiency for a project with ALDI Sued, one of Germany’s 
largest supermarket chains. In cooperation with Germany’s renowned 
applied research organization Fraunhofer Institute for Solar Energy 
Systems, Start.Design created a solution that reduces primary energy 
at a new ALDI supermarket by 50%. Using natural light was a core 
element. 28 day light openings in the roof equipped with specialized 
mirror technology that blocks all aspects of light that would spoil 
food were combined with LED technology. Kensmann is an electronics 
technician and holds a degree in electrical engineering, specializing 
in lighting design. Prior to his career with Start.Design, Kensmann 
worked at BMW Research Center (FIZ) Munich and Proline Innovation 
Park Dortmund. He works closely with universities and other research 
organizations. One cooperation involves the physics department at 
Dortmund University and focuses on intelligent, networked street 
lighting. 

Dr. Ernst-Friedrich Kiel heads the department of biodiversity and 
habitat protection at MULNV.

Henner Klaas is managing director of Günter Klaas Fensterbau 
GmbH, a family-owned manufacturer and installer of windows. 
Klaas is a master glazer and window technician. He has led the family 
business since 1994. He has been serving as a publicly certified expert 
for doors, glazing, and windows since 1996. In 2014, Klaas was elected 
to the Siegen City Council, where he is a member of the conservative 
CDU party caucus. He serves on three committees: environment, 
landscaping, and energy; city planning, economic development, and 
municipal properties and buildings; and construction. In July 2018, he 

hosted MN Commissioner Massman and members of the Minnesota 
Climate-Smart Municipalities delegation for a tour of his company 
and conversation about the role of the trades. 

Markus Lewe is First Mayor of the City of Münster and serves his sec-
ond terms as mayor. Since summer 2018, he also serves as president 
of the association of all German cities. He has a degree in business ad-
ministration. His political life started in 1982 as a member of the con-
servative Christian Democratic Union (CDU) and a board member of 
the party youth organization Junge Union. From 1999 to 2009, Lewe 
served as mayor for the southeast district of Münster. From 2007 to 
2009, he served as head of the CDU conservative party in Münster. 
This month, the City of Münster and the City of Rochester will sign an 
agreement to formalize their cooperation on climate matters. 

Christiane Lösel is head of the International Office at the City of 
Münster and in charge of international projects and delegations. The 
city of Münster has special links to nine sister cities and is active in 
several international networks such as EUROCITIES, CEMR etc. The 
International Office is responsible for implementing the Sustainable 
Development Goal No 17 (Global world) and takes care of all kinds of 
global development co-operations.

Frank Mersmann is managing director of Sartex MultiCom, a private 
company that makes high-tech liners for the rehabilitation of sewer 
pipes and drinking water lines.  With revenues of approximately 350 
million Euro (2016), the family-owned SAERTEX Group is a world 
market leader in manufacturing non-crimp fabrics and core materials 
for the production of fiber composites. Customers in the wind, 
aeronautics, automotive and sports industries rely on composites 
that have better lightness, stability and anti-corrosive qualities 
through the glass, carbon and aramid fiber reinforcement materials 
made by SAERTEX. 

Peter Meuren is a professional interpreter. He has been providing 
perfect simultaneous interpreting services to the CSM delegations 
since 2016.

Dietmar Moecke is chief technology officer at Saertx. The family-
owned SAERTEX Group is a world market leader in manufacturing 
non-crimp fabrics and core materials for the production of fiber 
composites. He will brief the delegation on the company’s energy 
supply strategy.

Marcus Müller works at the City of Lüdenscheid in the department 
of environmental protection and green space and is responsible for 
climate protection and sustainability. Previously, he worked for six 
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Bergstadt-Gymnasium in Lüdenscheid, and active in the Fridays for 
Future youth movement.  He grew up in a family of ten. In his spare 
time, he tries his hand at beekeeping. He is one of the founders of 
the Fridays for Future movement in Lüdenscheid. In July, he was one 
of the student leaders who organized Lüdenscheid’s first Fridays 
for Future demonstration. His three co-organizers were Charlotte 
Wagner, Charlotte Viere und Lotte Marie Budde. About 2,500 people 
participated in a peaceful march to Luedenscheid City Hall. 

Dr. Marc-Oliver Pahl is head of the unit Sustainable Development, 
Coordination Sustainable Development Strategy NRW, Environmental 
Foresight at MULNV. Before joining the ministry in 2011, he worked 
in Brussels and Strasbourg at the European Parliament as an advisor 
for the budget committee. From 2003 to 2011, he served at MULNV 
as deputy head of the department for Euroepean and International 
Affairs. Dr. Pahl studied law at Humboldt University Berlin. 

Carsten Peters is an energy advisor with the state-wide consumer 
organization Verbraucherzentrale Nordrheinwestfalen at its Arns-
berg location. He serves both private property owners and renters. 
Counseling for private property owners focuses on how to save en-
ergy through building modernization and on ways to add renewable 
energy to their properties. Counseling for renters centers on generat-
ing savings by increasing power and heat efficiency. Peters regularly 
gives public talks and invites residents to participate in community 
activities that promote sustainability. He also works on developing 
new ways to assess the performance and potential of existing build-
ings. Peters studied environmental engineering. After graduation he 
led a team at a national logistics company and later was promoted 
to serve as one of his company’s internal consultants on sustainable 
energy and facilities management. From 2011 to 2015, he ran his own 
consulting office. The consumer organization Verbraucherzentrale 
Nordrheinwestfalen became a regular clients and in 2015 invited him 
to join the organization as a full-time staff member.

Helge Pfingst  works for the consumer organization Verbraucherzen-
trale in Lüdenscheid. He will discuss energy efficiency counseling for 
neighborhoods with the WBL delegation.

Andrea Preiss is a senior officer and deputy head of the department of 
energy efficiency, sustainable buildings and neighborhoods and net-
zero state administration at the NRW Ministry of Economic Affairs, 
Innovation, Digitalization and Energy. She coordinates the process of 
achieving carbon neutrality of the 539 NRW state agencies by 2030.

Andreas Puckert is a hog farmer in Saerbeck. His farm of about 1,000 
hogs features an observation window for the public to see the hogs 

years in different roles at Energy Agency.NRW, including as deputy 
head of the agency’s department of municipal and regional climate 
protection. He was responsible for the European Energy Award, the 
ECORegion program, mobile energy consulting, and other efforts 
that foster climate protection efforts across the region. Müller spent 
five years working as a “climate networker” in the rural Arnsberg 
region connecting municipalities, administrations, companies, and 
other entities. Müller has been a crucial partner for the Climate-
Smart Municipalities project: four of the six NRW partner cities in the 
program were recruited through him. 

Michael Müller is a senior consultant with Energy Agency.NRW in 
the department energy use, climate protection in municipalities and 
regions. He is responsible for the agency’s carbon footprint program 
for cities and municipalities, the education and qualification of 
climate protection managers and the advising service for green and 
carbon neutral sports events. Müller has been with Energy Agency.
NRW for 19 years and has collaborated on various projects with 
municipalities and companies. He also helped support the NRW 
Ministry of Economic Affairs as it introduced the EU emissions 
trading scheme for companies. Michael also was responsible for the 
pilot project JIM.NRW which helps tie GHG reduction at the local 
level to the emissions trading market.

Adalbert Neumann, Dipl.-Ing., is chairman of the board of Busch-Jae-
ger Elektro GmbH, an innovative market leader for electrical instal-
lation technology, belongs to the ABB group and has approx. 1,300 
employees in Lüdenscheid and Aue (Bad Berleburg). Its product 
range comprises approx. 6,000 articles: from complete electrical in-
stallations with switches, socket outlets, special connector systems, 
dimmers and movement detectors, to door communications systems 
and electronic, high-end products for building automation for smart 
homes and smart buildings. Neumann has held a variety of manage-
rial positions within the ABB Group since 1984 and since 2004 has 
been in charge of its global wholesale business. An engineer by train-
ing, Neumann served as managing director of ABB Stotz-Kontakt/
Striebel & John Vertriebsgesellschaft in Hamburg from 2001 to 2010. 
Neumann was appointed to the management of Busch-Jaeger Elek-
tro GmbH on 1 March 2010. He has been the chairman of the board 
of Busch-Jaeger since 1 January 2011. He was also appointed head of 
global marketing and sales at ABB building products in October 2015. 
In 2011, the general meeting of the international KNX Association in 
Brussels appointed Neumann to the KNX executive board, the high-
est decision-making board of the global KNX organization, which he 
now chairs.

Leonard Ohle is 21-years old, in his final year of high school at 



in their barn and form their own opinion about modern hog farming. 
With farming increasingly removed from most consumers, he hopes 
to provide a direct experience that will benefit the conversation on 
animal welfare and farming.

Gerard Reid is the founder and co-partner of Alexa Capital LLC. 
He has over a decade of experience in equity research, corporate 
finance and fund management. He is a leading energy expert as well 
as lecturer, author and monthly columnist for Biz Energy Today, the 
German energy industry publication. Prior to founding Alexa Capital, 
he was managing director and head of European cleantech research 
at Jefferies & Co. Before joining Jefferies, Reid managed a renewable 
energy fund. Over the years, Reid has developed a strong reputation 
as a global expert in renewable energy and the wider energy space 
through his work in the wind, solar, biofuels, natural gas, utility and 
European industrials sectors. Reid is an adjunct professor at Imperial 
College, London, and lecturer at the University of Applied Science in 
Berlin. He holds a higher diploma in education and MA business & 
economics from Trinity College, Dublin. He is a senior fellow with the 
University of Minnesota’s Institute on the Environment.

Kristina Reuber is a member of the administration of STL, a subsidiary 
of the City of Lüdenscheid that is responsible for waste management, 
transportation and construction activities. She helps guide longer 
term decisions, including on e-mobility and solar power. She is also 
responsible for public relations and educating the public about 
environmental issues and waste reduction. 

Wilfried Roos is mayor of the City of Saerbeck (pop. 7,200), located 
in a rural area of North-Rhine Westphalia. Before moving to Saerbeck 
as the city’s new administrator in 1994, Roos held a number of 
administrative positions at county and city levels. In 1999, the citizens 
of Saerbeck elected him mayor. He was reelected in September 2015 
for the fourth time. Since 2008 and supported by a broad electoral 
mandate, his daily set of tasks includes implementing an ambitious 
municipal agenda: by 2030, the City of Saerbeck wants to be fully 
energy self-sufficient using only renewable energy. A comprehensive 
blueprint for local climate protection that was generated by the city in 
partnership with multiple other stakeholders guides the effort. Based 
on that blueprint, the City of Saerbeck won a state-wide contest and 
was designated “Climate Community of the Future” (Klimakommune 
der Zukunft) for modeling sustainability at the municipal level. Today, 
the City features about 150 concurrent initiatives and projects. The 
most important among them is “Bio-Energy Park Saerbeck” on the 
site of a former federal ammunition storage facility. The 250 acre 
site combines wind, solar, and biogas energy generation. Individual 
citizens play a crucial role in the energy transformation. 450 citizen 
small investors invested between $1,300 (min.) and $25,000 (max.) 
in the Saerbeck bio-energy cooperative. In October 2015, Saerbeck 
and the City of Morris signed a memorandum of agreement for the 
two communities to work together on municipal energy and climate 
protection initiatives. That exchange is helping transform Morris.

Carsten Schröder is vice president for transfer, cooperation and in-
novation at FH Münster University of Applied Sciences. He is respon-
sible for strategy and operations for core university tasks: research 
management, technology transfer and commercialization (start-ups, 
business cooperations, licensing), cooperations and partnerships, 
marketing, innovation management, and alumni relations. Since 
2004, he has also been serving as managing director of TAFH Münster 
GmbH, a private sector entity the university created to support in-

novation and develop pilot projects. In August, he visited Minnesota 
to explore opportunities for research cooperation with Minnesota. 

Max Schüssler is a research associate in mechanical engineering at the 
University of Siegen and working on his Ph.D. He holds a scholarship 
from the German business foundation Stiftung der deutschen 
Wirtschaft for his current research. During summer and fall 2017, 
Max had the opportunity to do an internship in Siegen’s partner-
city Duluth, coordinated through the Climate Smart Municipalities 
cooperation. There he developed a hybrid energy system concept for 
the city’s water treatment center and main pump house. He holds 
a master’s degree in mechanical engineering from the University of 
Siegen, where he specialized in energy plant engineering and machine 
learning, and a bachelor‘s degree in industrial engineering from 
TH Mittelhessen, Giessen. He also serves as a co-lead on the CSM 
education work group.

Markus Schumacher, Dipl.-Ing. Agr., is a staff consultant at NRW’s ef-
ficiency agency Effizienz-Agentur NRW (EFA) and an expert on re-
source efficiency. Created in 1998 by the state’s Ministry for the Envi-
ronment, the organization has a staff of 30 full-time employees who 
deliver expert services to small and medium sized companies located 
in NRW. Services are designed to help companies develop compre-
hensive strategic and technical improvements that are the backbone 
of a sustainable economy. EFA coordinates services from developers, 
providers, funding bodies and users of futuristic innovations.

André Seitz, Dipl.-Ing., works on biodiversity and NRW state’s 
biodiversity strategy at MULNV. His focus is on implementing the 
Convention on Biological Diversity. He joined the ministry in 2011. 
In 2014 and 2015, he also served as managing director of the federal/
state working group on environmental protection, cultural landscape 
protection, and resorts LANA. He studied landscape architecture and 
landscape management.

Thomas Seltmann is an expert on photovoltaics, author, and 
consultant. He consults for the consumer reports organization 
Stiftung Warentest and other organizations. His works has been 
published by trade magazines such as Oekotest and Sonnenenergie. 
He also appears on radio and television to discuss how rooftop solar 
can benefit consumers. 

Manni Stallfort is a commercial farmer in Saerbeck and a member of 
the cooperative of farmers that owns the biogas plant at Saerbeck’s 
Bio-Energy Park. He is a proud energy farmer.

Marc Teichert is an architect in Lüdenscheid. His latest project is a 
new EUR 8 million factory for Schulte Elektrotechnik, a maker of 
light switches and sockets. The new factory will meet the energy 
efficiency standard of a KfW-Effizienzhaus and use 45% less energy 
than comparable new construction.

Dr. Thomas Thiemann heads Siemens’ steam turbine R&D organiza-
tion including the Energy Transition Team. He is charged specifically 
to work with customers on the energy transition and to find climate 
neutral energy solutions.  One area that excites him is hydrogen tech-
nology. CO2 neutral energy solutions will require new regulation and 
new business models. Thiemann has been in charge of the steam tur-
bine R&D organization since 2010. He first joined Siemens in 2001 
and has held several positions in steam turbine engineering. For five 
years, he worked as a project leader on energy technologies in the 



iron & steelmaking industry. Thiemann holds a Ph.D. in compressor 
aerodynamics.

Prof. Dr. Hugo van Aken is medical director of University Hospital 
Münster (UKM). Dr. Hugo Van Aken previously served as professor 
and chairman of the department of anesthesiology, intensive-care 
medicine and pain therapy since August 1995. From 1986 to 1995, 
he was professor and chair at the department of anesthesiology at 
Catholic University of Louvain, Belgium. He is a Fellow of the Royal 
College of Anaesthetists (FRCA) and a Fellow of the Australian 
and New Zealand College of Anaesthetists (FANZCA). UKM has 
1,500 hospital beds, treats about 62,000 in-patients and performs 
about 500,000 outpatient procedures annually. With almost 11,000 
employees in over 30 clinics it is one of Münster’s largest employers.

Steffen Waldminghaus is managing director of the Lüdenscheid 
SME Schulte Elektrotechnik, a maker of light switches and sockets. 
The company is building a new production facility that will be nearly 
energy self-sufficient. The architect Marc Teichert is using heat 
recovery and a 100KW roof-top solar array. Annually between 88,000 
and 110,000 kwh will be produced creating significant savings. 

Guido Wallraven has been serving as technical director for the City 
of Saerbeck’s climate-smart municipality project since 2009. He is in 
charge of implementing about 150 individual initiatives that promote 
and implement local climate protection. Wallraven has been work-
ing on municipal climate protection issues for over 15 years. Together 
with local stakeholders, he develops plans for adapting to climate 
change. He serves as a consultant to municipalities and cities on local 
measures that support sustainability. He also manages the implemen-
tation of large and small projects that focus on renewable energy, en-
ergy use reduction, energy efficiency, climate-friendly transportation, 
and community education. Wallraven holds an engineering degree 
in architecture with a specialization on city planning. He owns the 
city planning consultancy Stadt-Land-Fluss-Büro für Städtebau und 
Umweltplanung. The office focuses on energy-efficient city planning, 
sustainable city development, the use of solar energy in cities, and 
sustainable master planning. He has taught at Siegen University and 
often speaks at public forums.
 
Marten Willenbrink is deputy superintendent of Saerbeck high 
school Maximilian-Kolbe-Gesamtschule (MKG). The school works 
closely with the ASL energy education center at Saerbeck’s Bio-Energy 
Park. Last May, MKG and the City of Saerbeck signed a cooperation 
agreement that will allow expanding the relationship. Willenbrink and 
his teacher colleagues Esler, Werning, and AufderHeide look forward 
to meeting the Morris delegation and Morris school board members.

Thomas Werner is director of infrastructure in the facilities 
management department at the City of Münster. He is in charge of 
all aspects of facilities management but focuses especially on energy 
efficiency and sustainable construction measures. He holds a degree 
in building systems engineering from Applied University FH Münster. 
In 1989, he started working for the City of Münster. First projects 
included larger HVAC construction and the technical management of 
the city’s pools. In 1992, he started a systematic rollout and expansion 
of energy management measures for the city’s 350 facilities. Since 
2001, he has been a member of the energy management task force 
of Germany’s league of cities Deutscher Städtetag. He is a member of 
the CSM workgroup on efficient buildings. 

Clemens Wernsmann is managing director of Sinningen community 
wind park (“Bügerwindpark Sinningen”) in Saerbeck. He also serves 
as an adjunct faculty member at FH Münster Applied University, 
where he teaches process management and digital transformation. 
Additionally, he has a consultancy practice that serves start-ups in 
agriculture and renewable energy.

Dr. Christof Wetter is a professor at FH Münster University of Applied 
Sciences in the faculty of Energy, Buildings Services and Environmental 
Engineering, which he headed as dean from 2008 to 2012. Dr. Wetter 
serves on the steering committee for the City of Saerbeck’s climate-
smart effort, is a key research and technology partner and adviser for 
the City of Saerbeck, and uses space at Saerbeck’s Bio-Energy Park for 
research, including research into different battery storage technolo-
gies. His Enerprax project explores how different storage technolo-
gies and control systems can be combined to make renewable energy 
available at any time and usable also for heating and transportation. 
Over the past 30 years, Dr. Wetter has been involved in many envi-
ronmental technology projects. He has served as project engineer, 
project manager, consultant and adviser. He joined the faculty at FH 
Münster University of Applied Sciences in 1999. He has been respon-
sible for wastewater technology and water pollution control, and has 
successfully carried out many research and development projects and 
a variety of third party projects. For many years, he has been involved 
with biogas technology, renewable energy and electro-mobility and 
developed a number of new concepts. Since 2017, seven of his stu-
dents have served as Climate Smart Municipality interns with the cit-
ies of Elk River, Morris, Rochester, and White Bear Lake.

Elke Wirtz works in the International Office at the City of Münster 
and is mainly responsible for funding issues. She lived in Chicago for 
11 years. She is at home in both cultures and is committed to fostering 
the relationship between Münster and Rochester. She serves as the 
city’s point person for the Climate-Smart Municipalities exchange.

Sebastian Marcel Witte, Dipl.-Ing., is project manager for climate 
action and sustainable development at the City of Arnsberg and 
responsible for implementing the city’s sustainability strategy. The 
city embraces the United Nations’ Agenda 2030 and the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDG). One of Arnsberg’s main objectives is a 
sustainable, resilient and carbon neutral city by 2050. Witte works as 
an urban planner at the city’s office for the future (“Zukunftsagentur”), 
which deals with core aspects of sustainable urban development such 
as climate change, changing demographics, new types of mobility and 
healthy & sustainable lifestyles. Witte studied spatial planning with a 
focus on urban design at Technical University of Dortmund. He has 
a degree in engineering. Since 2008, he has been serving as a research 
associate at Karlsruhe Institute of Technology. Arnsberg participates 
in the Global Sustainable Municipality NRW project. 

Dr. Uwe Wolf is head of the section International Affairs and Networks 
at MULNV. In that role, he fosters international cooperation projects, 
including with the United States. Wolf joined MKULNV in 1994 with a 
law degree from Goethe University in Frankfurt to work on air quality 
and water law. He moved to the International Affairs and Networks 
section in 2000, and in 2002 was promoted to section head. During 
law school, Wolf worked as a freelance journalist for Germany’s 
weekly Die Zeit, the daily Frankfurter Rundschau, and Time magazine.
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“Climate-Smart Municipalities” 
is supported with funding from 
Germany’s Federal Ministry of 
Economic Affairs and Energy 
(BMWi) through the European 
Recovery Program’s (ERP) 
Transatlantik-Programm der 
Bundesrepublik Deutschland.

“Together, we are smarter!”—That’s 
one of the core beliefs driving the Climate-
Smart Municipalities collaboration. How 
does it all stack up? What has changed 
because of it? Here are some comments 
from the Minnesota partnering cities and 
the partners in state government and the 
private sector.  

 ____________________________________

“Warren is a changed community due to the 
CSM involvement. The experience opened 
our eyes to the different possibilities that can 
be implemented in a small Minnesota city. 
We approach every project differently in 
terms of climate protection measures. We 
are continually engaged in conversations 
that center around how can we be more 
energy efficient. What can be implemented 
to save residents and the city money? The 
thermal imaging program would not have 
been considered if it was not for the CSM 
opportunity.”

Shannon Mortenson, City Administrator  
City of Warren

_________________

“You have shown us how to take charge of 
our future and to live in a responsible way 
using renewable and sustainable energy. 
The solutions you have found can be easily 
implemented here, but will take a cultural 
change in how we think about what we use 
and where it comes from. Education is the 
key to that cultural change and you have 
given us a great deal of information to share 
with our citizens. “

Blaine Hill, City Administrator, City of Morris

_________________

“Zu sehen, wie viele verschiedene Leute an 
CSM mitarbeiten und sich aktiv einbringen, 
hat mich stark beeindruckt und gibt 
mir als junger Person Zuversicht, dass 
wirklich etwas gegen den Klimawandel 
und fuer mehr Nachhaltigkeit in den 
kommenden Jahren erreicht werden kann 
und rundum uns herum schon passiert.”

Danja Leiers, studentin, FH Muenster, 
 CSM 2019 Praktikantin

_________________

“This program has created a relationship 
that would not have been possible on 
our own and has provided information 
sharing beyond anything we could 
experience here in Minnesota. Germany’s 
energy system and public mindset related 
to climate protection differs from the US so 
drastically and that has been very interesting 
to learn about. We continue to apply what 
we learned from our Germany partners to 
our work at the City of Elk River. “

Cal Portner, City Administrator  
City of Elk River

_________________

“This program has inspired the City of 
Duluth to set a carbon reduction goal 
of minus 80% by 2050. We have used this 
opportunity to develop our municipal 
energy plan. Inspired by our 2016 visit to 
Germany, we have developed strategies that 
have already resulted in a 10% reduction in 
GHG emissions for the municipality.”

Erik Birkeland, property & facilities manager, 
City of Duluth

_________________

“The state’s role is evolving and is becoming 
more reliant on bottom-up, municipal-led, 
broad-based leadership. The state has both 
increased capacities in the Green Step 
Cities program and has joined multi-state 
collaboratives (Under 2 Coalition and US 
Climate Alliance) to accelerate progress on 
climate mitigation.”

Will Seuffert, executive director, 
 Environmental Quality Board

_________________

“Minnesota has come together as a 
state, bridging ideological differences, to 
implement a clean energy future for cities, 
rural communities, businesses, industry and 
individuals. The German experience has 
catalyzed this effort.”

Mike Reese, director for renewable energy, 
West Central Research and Outreach Center, 

University of Minnesota

_________________

“The CSM program has jump started 
MN credit unions’ look at ways to 
encourage MN consumers to go green. 
The involvement has led to the creation 
of several loan products and credit unions 
doing their own energy improvement 
upgrades.“

Brian Volkman, chief financial officer, Affinity 
Plus Credit Union

Together, we are smarter!

clean energy lending platform for Minnesotans
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